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President’s Message
Garry Carpenter 

President, Holstein Australia

aGM and awards are back!

Holstein australia

i’m delighted to be able to start my Winter 
Journal article with the news that for the 

first time since 2019 Holstein Australia 
is gearing up to host its annual awards 
dinner on Wednesday 14 september in 
Ballarat. Please save the date.

this is great news for the Association and 
for our members and Holstein community. 
While we have all become familiar with 
the increased use of technology for 
work and social events, to be able to get 
together to acknowledge and celebrate 
the achievements of many members and 
their Holsteins over the last two years will 
be fantastic.

More news to come on this over the next 
few weeks. the Annual General Meeting 
will take place on the morning of 14 
september with members able to attend 
or take part online. the national Awards 
dinner will be an in-person event only, 
with live social media updates during the 
evening. i look forward to seeing  
you there.

Four seasons in one day
torrential rain, heat, sun, cold, all crammed 
into a few hours has been the experience 
of many throughout the country over the 
last month or two.

While autumn and the spring to come are 
in many ways our first ‘normal’ seasons 
since Covid, many dairy communities 
throughout Queensland and new south 
Wales in particular have been battling 
extreme flooding events, many for the 
second time in as many years. 

From conversations with members i know 
that people have pulled together to get 
each other through what continues to 
be a very challenging period with rural 
communities looking after each other  
in a way they have become all too 
accustomed too.

export remains strong
despite concerns due to the global 
political situation and the increasingly cool 
relationships between the Australian and 
Chinese governments, the live dairy heifer 
export market continues at healthy levels.

this is off the back of a record year for all 
dairy exports to China in 2021, with that 
trend looking like it will continue. that said 
with the somewhat volatile geopolitical 
situation, nothing can be taken for 
granted.

We continue to support trade with 
China and promote more widespread 
representation on behalf of members with 
government and industry bodies so the 
trade can continue to the benefit of every 
dairy farmer.

At the same time we are working 
with industry stakeholders to explore 
and capitalise on emerging export 
opportunities including Pakistan, in 
particular HrM dairies that we at HA 
have recently been promoting alongside 
Genetics Australia.

Farm costs up
Farm input costs - specifically energy, feed 
and fertiliser - feels like it has gone up 
exponentially over the latter half of last 
year into this year. And it doesn’t look like 
this is going to change anytime soon.

Many members i am sure will being 
breathing a sigh of relief with it looking 
like milk prices will be in the region of 
$8.00 kgMs to $8.60 kgMs. While many 
would argue this is not before time, what 
this will do in the short to medium term is 
help lessen the impact of the dramatic cost 
increases we are all experiencing.

Ha staff update
the HA team continues to grow with 
recent recruitments, the most recent 

additions being Member services officer 
Amanda Moyses and Genetic services 
officer Ally Bird helping out while Miranda 
Clark is on maternity leave, who you can 
find out more about in this Journal.

this brings our office based member 
services, admin and management team 
up to 11 people and classification and 
services extension team to seven.

over the next few months HA will be 
putting together a short series of staff 
features to help you get to know a bit 
more about the people behind the voice at 
the end of the phone or heading your way. 

the encouraging news for the Association 
is that with the post Covid services 
demand we are experiencing we have the 
staff in place to meet that demand.

i’m looking forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at the 2022 Awards dinner 
where, among other things, you will have 
the opportunity to catch up with friends 
and meet some of our new staff members.

Finally, we all know the weather is a fickle 
thing with some parts of the country 
experiencing polar opposites in weather 
extremes to other regions, however as we 
approach autumn i wish you all a great 
start to the growing season. HJ

save tHe date 

Holstein australia 
annual General 

Meeting and  
awards dinner

Ballarat, victoria
Wednesday 14 september

See pages 26-27 for details
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started her full 
time position in 
mid-March, training 
with Mso Celia 
evans and Member 
services and export 
officer (Mseo) John 
Crowther. 

With a background 
in customer service 
and administration, 
she hit the ground running, assisting with 
registrations, transfers, data entry and 
providing member assistance.

Moving to Melbourne from the Western 
districts for the role, Amanda has dairying 
experience across rotary and herringbone 
dairies and has assisted with herd testing 
for a 1,000-cow herd. she said she was 
once married to a dairy farmer and 
understands the community and the 
complexities of dairying.

“the dairy community is unique and 
the farmers are a delight to be around,” 
Amanda said.

Holstein Australia recently welcomed 
two new additions to the office team.

ally Bird 
Genomics Services 
Officer

Ally Bird has been 
appointed as a 
genomic services 
officer, focussing on 
the data processing 
of genomics and 
parentage samples. 
she is filling some 
of the role performed by Miranda Clarke 
who is on maternity leave. 

Ally has a Bachelor of science, majoring 
in animal health and disease, and is 
undertaking her Masters in Agricultural 
science, expecting to complete her degree 
this June. As part of her Masters, she 

BY Ron CHiTTiCk

the Holstein community has lost a true 
pioneer of the breed. Kevin J Hayes 

(Hayesy) passed away recently, at home 
with his family by his side.

the Carmar stud was registered with the 
Cattle Club in 1954. type and production 
were a feature of the herd, and the stud was 
highly regarded in the Holstein community.

the stud was managed by Kevin and his 
brother norm who had a very special 
working relationship, Kevin looking after 
the cattle and norm the farm. 

the family purchased Golden valley 
echo Fay from Fred darley and made 
their first appearance at sydney royal 
show in 1961, with Golden valley echo 
Fay being Champion Holstein Cow. echo 
Fay followed up with being awarded 
Champion Holstein Cow and supreme All 
Breeds in 1962 and reserve Champion 
Holstein Cow 1963. the purchase of Fay 
in 1960 certainly marked the arrival of 
Carmar, making inroads immediately  
into the breed with their high work  
ethic and presentation of themselves  
and their cattle.

As the Holstein breed progressed, the 
Carmar herd under the direction of Kevin, 
achieved the accolades of being one of 
the top herds in Australia. Kevin’s ability to 
breed superior cows was something to be 
envied, being described by Brian leslie as 
one of Australia’s best Holstein breeders.

Carmar cattle had show success not 
only for themselves, but for breeders 
throughout the country from 1959 until 

Kevin Hayes with one of his many broad ribbon-
winning Holsteins.

vale Kevin Hayes
their dispersal. throughout the 80s there 
were many royal Champions bred directly 
from Carmar cows. indeed, the influence 
of Carmar cattle continues, with the 2021 
victorian Winter Fair Grand Champion 
Cow, Murribrook reginald victory, tracing 
back to Carmar.

Kevin’s immense knowledge and his 
ability to impart that knowledge was 
held in very high regard by the nsW state 
Branch, acting as both a tutor and an over-
judge at judging schools. His ability to 
communicate with all ages, in terms that 
all could relate to, was outstanding.

After dispersal of the Carmar herd, 
when asked would you like a judging 
appointment, Kevin would answer “i 
think i might have lost the ability to pick 
the right animals.” this humble reply was 
typical, but it came from a man that was 
20 years ahead of his time.

Kevin and brother norm not only enjoyed 
breeding Holsteins, but had an immense 
interest in harness racing, and bred the 
2021 winner of the tAB inter dominion 
Pacing Championship Consolation.

to Jean, Mark, tracy, Kim, and families 
we extend our deepest sympathy, and 
our thoughts are with you at these most 
difficult times. Kevin will be sadly missed 
by all who knew him.

is undertaking a placement at AgriBio, 
collaborating with the team working 
with an Mri fertility model to predict the 
likelihood of cow conceiving.

she said she was excited about the 
position. “i’m majoring in animal science 
and i’m specifically interested in dairy 
genetics,” she said.

Ally has also volunteered for two years at 
edgards Mission Animal sanctuary where 
she monitored and reported on farm 
animal health and behaviour. 

Ally joined the team in April, training  
with Miranda until she goes on leave in 
mid-June.

amanda Moyses 
Member Services Officer

Amanda Moyses has been appointed as 
Member services officer (Mso). Amanda 

Meet our new staff

Agri-Gene Pty Ltd 
123-125 Tone Road, Wangaratta Victoria 3677 

Ph: 03 5722 2666   Fax: 03 5722 2777   Email: info@agrigene.com.au    www.agrigene.com.au
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When cows are sold and move to 
a new herd, their records don’t 

automatically follow them. And transfer of 
ownership with the breed society doesn’t 
automatically transfer their records to the 
herd test centre.

it’s up to the buyer to provide their herd 
test centre with the national id of each 
new animal before herd testing them in 
their herd. this simple task will maintain 
the link between herd performance (Herd 
recording id), pedigree performance 
(Herdbook id) and genetic performance 
(national id).

transferring a cow’s records is an easy 
way to maintain data consistency with 
generations of performance and pedigree 
data able to be uploaded directly to on 
farm software. this generates more reliable 
breeding values, supports management 
and breeding decisions on farm, and 
maintains a consistent flow of information 
throughout the herd improvement 
network. 

transferring cows between herds so 
their records move with them

Many animals that are sold to another herd 
end up with lost, incomplete, or duplicated 
records. incorrect or lack of transfer of 
new animals at herd test centres creates a 
disconnect between on-farm data (Herd 
recording id), breed societies (Herdbook 
id) and the herd improvement database 
(national id). 

this is a common cause of data errors 
across the herd improvement network, 
with farmers losing access to valuable 
historical information.

When is a transfer required?
Herd test centres should be notified 
whenever a ‘new’ animal enters a herd. A 
‘new’ animal includes:

•	 any animal purchases (privately or at 
auction)

•	 any animals moved between herds 
(movement between sharefarmer herds 
or when an operator runs separate 
herds across multiple farms).

When an animal is purchased, it is the 
buyer’s responsibility to transfer the 

Key points
•	 transferring cow records gives new owners access to generations of historical data 

that can be easily uploaded to on-farm software.
•	 the buyer should notify their herd testing centre before adding an animal to their 

on-farm software.
•	 the national id is the preferred identification to use when transferring an animal.
•	 transferring ownership at a breed society does not automatically transfer the animal 

at herd testing.
•	 Creating a ‘new’ animal in your on-farm software will often lead to creating a duplicate 

record in industry databases as the animal often already exists in another herd

The National ID is the preferred identification to use when transferring an animal.

tecHnical update
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national id is the primary identification 
used for genomic testing and Australian 
Breeding values.

Herd recording id is an individual’s 
‘within herd’ identification, often 
corresponding with a visual id such as an 
ear tag or freeze brand.

Herdbook id is a secondary identification 
used by breed societies. it is only used for 
registered animals.

steps to transferring cows between herds (new owners)
Obtain National iD 
Ask the seller/agent to provide the national id for each animal bought.* 

Create a list of the new animals 
Assign each national id with a new Herd recording id in your herd (do not add the new Herd 
recording id to your on-farm software)

send the list to your herd test centre 

the herd test centre will transfer records to the new Herd recording iD 
Automatically transfers all performance, pedigree, and genomic data linked to the national id.

Automatic updating of on-farm herd management software, breed society and industry 
databases will be triggered by your herd test centre 

* If the buyer/agent cannot provide the National ID for purchased animals, ask them to provide farmer’s 
name, address, herd test centre and Herd ID of animals. Send this list to your herd test centre to discuss your 
options.

animal at herd testing. the agent and 
vendor will arrange a transfer of ownership 
with the breed society, but this does  
not automatically transfer the animal at 
herd testing.

How to transfer a new animal
Buyers: it is the buyer’s responsibility to 
transfer an animal at the herd test centre. 
it is the buyer who must assign the new 
Herd recording id.

to avoid potential duplication of records, 
the buyer should notify their herd testing 
centre before adding an animal to their 
on-farm software (i.e. Mistro, easydairy, 
Herddata).

the national id is the preferred 
identification method when transferring 
an animal. 

sellers/agents: When selling an animal, 
sellers (vendors) and agents should 
provide buyers with the animal’s national 
id. sellers should enter the code s8  
(sold for dairying) when terminating 
animals with their on-farm herd 
management software to ensure the 
record remains ‘active’ on the herd 
improvement database.

What happens if an animal isn’t 
transferred?
When an animal is allocated a ‘new’ Herd 
recording id by the farmer without 
notifying the herd test centre, a ‘new’ 
national id is created for that animal. this 
results in duplicate records for that animal, 
and a disconnect between the animal’s 
Herd recording id, national id and 
Herdbook id. 

even if the farmer uses on-farm software 
to manually add information such as 
Herdbook id, date of birth, sire and dam, 
the ‘new’ record will not link to the 
historical data on the herd improvement 
database unless the farmer notifies their 
herd test centre and the correct national 
id is linked to the cow

effects of not transferring an animal 
Accurate herd test data is critical for 
breeding, culling, and health management 
decisions. Farmers cannot achieve the full 
benefits of herd testing when information 
such as breeding values, pedigrees, 
production data and cell count histories, 
are incomplete or missing.

lost production history
Access to a cow’s complete production 
history is important when making 
performance-based breeding, 
management and culling decisions. 
duplicate records or incomplete histories 
greatly reduce the accuracy and reliability 
of this information.

For herdbook-registered animals, missing 
production histories will greatly devalue 
a pedigree, as well as affecting breeding 
values, production awards, brood cow 
points and Master Breeder points.

production index (pis)
the Production index (Pis) is an important 
performance measure and management 
tool. When data such as breed status, date 
of birth, age at calving, calving date and 
lactation number is incomplete or absent, 
it reduces the accuracy of the Production 
index (Pi), or potentially, a Pi will not be 
generated at all.

australian Breeding values (aBvs)
Breeding values are linked to the animal’s 
national id. if a new animal has not 
been correctly transferred at the herd 
test centre, the national id may be 
disconnected from the Herd recording id. 

this disconnect will result in an ABv 
which is not calculated using all available 
information including correct pedigree, 
production, type and workability 
information. Genomic breeding values can 
be calculated for animals where this data is 
absent or incomplete, but the reliability of 
the breeding values will decrease. 

Health data
Historical information such as somatic cell 
counts, fat and protein ratios, lactation 
performance and calving intervals are 
valuable indicators of an individual’s 
health history. 

By transferring an animal correctly, it 
ensures any historical performance data 
of both the individual and their maternal 
dam and grand dams can be utilised when 
making health related breeding, culling 
and management decisions.

pedigree data
if a disconnect occurs between the Herd 
recording id, national id and Herdbook 
id, pedigree data can be lost. this affects 
the reliability of breeding values, can 
devalue a studbook registered pedigree, 
and limit the capacity of a selective mating 
program to accurately avoid inbreeding. 

summary
data quality for purchased cows is 
preserved when farmers provide the 
national id of the animal to their herd test 
centre before herd testing the animal in 
their herd. duplication and loss of data can 
be avoided by this one simple step and 
the value of your recently purchased cow 
maintained. HJ

tecHnical update



With the support of his local herd test 
centre, Western districts dairy farmer 

Peter Fullerton has recovered decades of 
performance data and pedigree histories 
that had been lost due to the incorrect 
transfer of purchased cows. 

By correcting the transfers and restoring 
the valuable link between his herd 
test data, his breed society and the 
broader herd improvement network, 
Peter recovered the ABvs (Australian 
Breeding values) of numerous individuals, 
solidifying their rankings within the top 
2% of their breed, while bolstering his 
herd’s position in the top 25 Holstein herds 
in Australia for BPi (Balanced Performance 
index).

Peter runs a mixed dairy herd of 300 
cows with his family at nirranda south, 
just off the Great ocean road in south-
west victoria. For Peter, the continued 
genetic improvement of his herd is a 
priority, with his expanding portion of 
high-performance Holsteins registered 
under the prefix, daybreaker Holsteins. 
the crossbred portion of the herd is being 
phased out, as Peter replaces them with 
elite Holstein pedigrees, investing in deep 
cow families with high genetic merit 

restoring the missing link in  
herd improvement

“When you’re spending so much time and 
money on genetics, you want to know you 
are getting the most value out of it. that 
information is supporting all my breeding 
decisions, so it needs to be reliable and  
not have any gaps.”

– Peter Fullerton

including the tiffany, deonie, Alice, Melody 
and Bonnie cow families.

to fast track his genetic improvement, 
Peter genomically tests his registered 
heifers, utilising both the genomic data 
and herd performance data to identify 
his highest genetic merit females. A 
combination of ivF, traditional embryo 
transfer and sexed semen is then used 
to increase their genetic influence on his 
herd, with the low genetic merit animals 
and crossbreds used as recipients or bred 
to beef. 

“this way i’m getting more heifer calves 
from the top end of my herd, but also, 
i’m not breeding replacements from my 
bottom cows,” he said.

Peter relies heavily on his herd test reports 
and genomic results when deciding which 
cows to flush and which cows to use as 
recipients, emphasising the importance 
of having accurate data to support his 
breeding decisions.

“When you’re spending so much time and 
money on genetics, you want to know 
you are getting the most value out of it,” 
he said. “that information is supporting all 
my breeding decisions, so it needs to be 
reliable and not have any gaps.”

in the past, Peter had been continually 
frustrated by errors on his herd test 
reports, with cows showing incomplete 
histories, incorrect breed status, missing 
Pis (Performance index) and lost  
breeding values. 

tecHnical update
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“i’d bought in some really big production 
cows with big pedigrees,” he said. “their 
registration had been transferred, and 
i had entered their details onto my 
program, so i thought it was all done – but 
that information was not linking up.”

What Peter didn’t realise was that by 
adding the new cows onto his on-farm 
software without notifying his herd 
testing centre, he had unknowingly 
created duplicate records on the herd 
improvement database that were not 
linked to their previous genetic or 
performance histories. 

Peter became aware of the issue after a 
conversation with fellow Holstein breeder 
Bryan dickson (emu Banks Holsteins). 
Bryan had approached Peter about buying 
some embryos from one of his new cows. 
unfortunately, her production records at 
Peter’s were not appearing on her official 
Holstein pedigree.

“then i looked her up on the database, 
and her breeding values didn’t match up 
either,” Peter said.

Peter contacted his local herd test centre, 
and they helped him identify the cow’s 
original national id. By taking the records 
linked to the original national id and 
merging it with the duplicate record 
that Peter had accidently created, they 
reconnected over 60 years of pedigree, 
production, and ABv histories for that cow, 
which was then updated directly to Peter’s 
on-farm software. 

now supported by her complete data 
history, the cow, Gorbro numero tiffany, 
boasts a BPi+330 (April 2022), and sits in 
the top 2% of the breed, and has more 
than 10 direct daughters in Peter’s herd 
with a BPi above +400.

since then, Peter has corrected numerous 

records which has filled gaps in production 
histories, bolstered ABvs, and raised the 
eligibility for various production awards, 
and star brood cow points. ensuring all 
bought-in cows are transferred correctly 
is now a priority for Peter, as he sees the 
accuracy and reliability of the genomic 
and performance data as critical for his 
breeding program.

“i put a lot of value on deep pedigrees 
with generations of productions records 
– particularly those that show regular 
calving intervals and high lifetime records,” 
he says. He believes this demonstrates a 
cow’s ability to “live up to expectation”, 
while giving him a level of assurance that 

the bloodline can pass on its superior traits 
to the next generation. 

“i like generations of cows with high Pis 
and high components, low cell counts and 
have calved every year,” Peter said, “and 
it’s important these sorts of pedigrees and 
histories are not lost.”

“it also links in with the genomics, and 
the reliability of bull proofs and cow ABvs. 
Breeders have spent decades herd testing 
and building pedigrees – transferring 
records is an easy way to make sure that 
information chain continues.” HJ

For more information www.datavat.com.au 
or email abv@datagene.com.au

Peter Fullerton: “Breeders have spent decades herd testing and building pedigrees – transferring records is an 
easy way to make sure that information chain continues.”
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and liners designed to help you 
get more, better quality milk 
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Results may vary and are not guaranteed.
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sexed semen sales now make up 22% 
of Australian dairy semen sales for 

domestic use and export, with sales more 
than doubling over the past two years 
from 201,356 to 441,670 doses, according 
to the national Herd improvement 
Association of Australia’s (nHiA) annual 
semen market survey.

nHiA Chair, Graeme Gillan, sees this trend 
continuing, with sexed semen predicted 
to make up 30% of the total market in 
2021/22.

“the high degree of sexed semen 
reliability is enabling breeders to rear 
female herd replacements along with 
animals for export and accelerate herd 
expansion,” Graeme said. 

“At the same time, they can speed up 
genetic improvement within their herd 
and minimise waste production, all of 
which contributes to improved animal 
welfare and increased margins at the  
farm gate.

“Ancillary drivers behind this growth 
are the robust export heifer market and 
animal welfare issues, particularly around 
bobby calves. 

“on the supply side, the reliability of 
sexed semen has developed consistently 
year-on-year and quality of bulls available 
improved, meaning sexed semen has 
become more price competitive due to the 
increased demand.”

the continued uptake of genomics by 
Australian breeders led to sales of genomic 
semen reaching 48% of all dairy semen 
sales over the last year, with daughter 
proven accounting for 30% of sales.

“since 2018, when sales of genomic semen 
first overtook sales of proven, genomic 
sales have continued to outpace daughter 
proven by an increasing margin each year, 
with genomic sales increasing by a factor 
of 65% year on year in comparison to 
proven this year,” Graeme said.

“there is still demand for daughter proven, 
but genomics has now been around long 
enough that many breeders are milking 
genomic daughters and seeing improved 
health and production traits and increased 
volumes through the generations, making 
genomic semen their preference.”

Polled semen sales remained consistent 
with previous years at 7% of overall dairy 
semen sales but saw an 11% drop in sales 
year-on-year.

“the market for polled genetics is still 
developing with the number of bulls 
available year-on-year fluctuating. i 
think over the next few years with more 
consistency and availability of polled 
higher genetic merit bulls this will be 
an important growth area for Australian 
genetics,” Graeme said.

sales volume
Year-on-year total dairy semen sales 
dropped from 2,154,064 to 2,043,248 
doses, a decline of 5%, with exports 
making up 12.5% or 255,352 doses of  
the total.

“Given the global and domestic impact of 
Covid during this reporting period i think 
the Australian Ai industry has held up 
particularly well,” Graeme said. 

“the 5% decline in overall sales comes off 
the back of a 4% increase in the previous 
reporting period, so i think you could say 
sales have been remarkably consistent 
given the environment we’ve been 
operating in.

“While total exports contracted from 
307,430 to 255,352 doses, exports as a 
percentage of overall sales remained 
relatively consistent at 12.5% versus 
14% in the previous period. Given the 
complexity and challenges of exporting 
to China currently, certainly our biggest 
semen export market, this is a strong 
result.” the 2021 semen Market survey 
is based on raw data supplied by: ABs 
Australia, Agrigene, Alta Genetics, liC, 
semex, st Genetics Australia, tlG viC-GAC, 
viking Genetics, World Wide sires and 
rocky repro.  HJ

sexed semen doubles 

Saturday, April 30, 2022  page 3 of 3  

Holstein Journal Winter 2022 

c:\users\anne\dropbox\holstein j subs production files\holstein j - 2022-2 winter\editorial\a nhia survey.docx 

 

 
 

 

120,856 

142,300 
178,468 

201,356 

321,777 

441,679 

 ‐

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

 250,000

 300,000

 350,000

 400,000

 450,000

 500,000

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Doses  of  sexed  semen  sold   ( genomic ,  proven ,   f resh ,   f rozen)

913,070  905,945 
818,300 

684,169 
732,175 

605,510 

79,731  77,849  58,129  36,913  11,108  4,013 

698,416  708,697 

982,464 

869,155 

976,298  979,519 

‐

200,000 

400,000 

600,000 

800,000 

1,000,000 

1,200,000 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Dairy sales by category

Proven PT Genomic

nHia roundup



Without  
the Effort
• Optimal fresh cow health
•  Activates her natural systems to elevate

blood calcium during transition
 

• No urine pH testing
• Use home grown pasture, hay and silage

 

Keep Her 
Calcium 
Elevated...

$$$ RETURN

For technical support and sales:
Colin Bennett
0458 622 297
colin.bennett@quadrantsolutions.com.au

ABOUT X-ZELIT

Expect better with X-Zelit.®

Expect Better

COMBATMILKFEVER



14 the Australian Holstein Journal l Winter 2022
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Bryan dickson has reached a stage in his 
life where he wants to slow down a bit, 

but he still has a suPerPoWer on his side.

As he prepares for his first emu Banks 
Holsteins reduction sale, Bryan is 
celebrating more ABv success, with 
suPerPoWer receiving his first daughter-
proven breeding value and shooting 
straight to the top as the number one 
Australian-standing daughter proven 
Holstein at BPi 454 (April 2022).

For Bryan and his wife Jo, it’s another 
in a long line of successes, including 
CHristMAs, who topped the bull rankings 
seven years ago.

the herd’s ongoing success – including 

being the second ranked Holstein herd in 
Australia after the April proof run, augers 
well for the farm’s first reduction sale with 
about 250 cows going under the hammer 
at Mortlake on 1 June.

“i don’t know the average BPi but they 
will be good commercial cows and mostly 
freshly calved from February through to 
June. even my very top cows are not show 
cows; they’re commercial and every cow 
gets treated equally; no-one gets favours.”

Bryan and Jo sold their second farm at 
Glenfyne a couple of years ago and are 
already enjoying the lifestyle benefits since 
concentrating on their terang property. 

“i’m not going to retire but i’m going from 

1000 down to 700 and enjoy life a little bit 
more,” he said.

Bryan recently went to Pakistan with 
Genetics Australia’s export manager rob 
derksen. “i want to do more of that,” he 
said. “it worked really well. A lot of the 
farmers wanted to talk to another farmer.”

Bryan, who sells about 20 registered 
genomic Holstein bulls a year, has sold 
bulls to Genetics Australia since 2007, 
usually giving the company first choice. 

CArtel, a young genomic bull at tlG with 
a very good type proof, is also from an 
emu Banks home-bred family.

Bryan plans another sale later in the year 
for spring-calving cows. All cows are 
registered and genomically tested.  HJ

super breeders bring herd superpower 

Bryan and Jo Dickson (Emu Banks) have a long line of breeding successes, Superpower who topped the Australian daughter proven Holstein list in the April ABV release and 
CHRISTMAS who topped the bull rankings seven years ago.

MeMBer story
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BY Jon HollAnD

returning to her home state of nsW 
for one last roll of the dice, 8-year-old 

smallridge shadow rainbow eX-93-1e 
used her impressive ‘Cadillac frame’ to be 
named senior Champion Cow by Holstein 
judge Glen Gordon at sydney’s royal 
easter show.

in a close placing, Glen gave rainbow the 
advantage for her overall cleanliness and 
dairy quality, ahead of the reserve cow 
and senior Best udder, Byrne lea octane 
Buttersnap vG87, exhibited by the Wishart 
family of Cohuna in north West victoria. 
Glen then called upon the winning 5-year-
old entry as his Honourable Mention, 
tomargo recluse Brad Jackio vG87, 
exhibited by the Chesworth family of 
dubbo nsW.

Admiring her combination of strength 
and style, Glen praised rainbow for 
the openness and spring to her rib, her 
beautiful udder and correct locomotion. 

“i can’t go past the big black cow,” Glen 
said. “she is what a mature cow should 
look like. she’s hard topped, she’s wide 
chested, she’s wide through the rump, 

she’s wide at the top of her rear udder and 
she tracks nicely on her feet and legs for a 
cow her age. she is the in-form cow of the 
show.”

Bred by the Jessop family (smallridge 

Holsteins) of Cobargo in nsW, rainbow 
was exhibited in a partnership with Jade 
sieben and family (Brindabella Holsteins) 
of torrumbarry in north west victoria. 
rainbow has been managed by the 
siebens since 2018 in an agreement that 
has now seen rainbow win two on Farm 
Challenge state finals across two states, 
and compete on Australia’s biggest stages 
including international dairy Week and the 
victorian Winter Fair. 

Admitting rainbow was initially only 
staying with them for a few weeks 
in preparation for the 2018 victorian 
Winter Fair, Jade said she was incredibly 
grateful to Brett Jessop for giving her the 
opportunity to work with such a “special 
cow”.

“Brett didn’t have the time or the resources 
to prepare her for the big shows, so he 
asked us to take her on,” Jade said. “she 
was supposed to go back after the Fair, but 
i’d fallen in love with her. she has such an 
amazing frame and real ‘personality’ to her 
– i just didn’t want to send her back.”

the siebens invested in a half share in 
rainbow, and she is now a firm favourite at 

Mature champion tops the field with 
strength and style at sydney royal 

Senior Champion Holstein, Smallridge Shadow Rainbow EX-93-1E, led by Andrew Cullen, exhibited by the Sieben 
family, Brindabella Holsteins, Victoria, and the Jessop family, Smallridge Holsteins, NSW.

Senior Holstein Best Udder, Byrne Lea Octane Buttersnap VG87, led by Kaitlyn Wishart, exhibited by the Wishart 
family, Rowlands Park Holsteins, Victoria.

in tHe sHoW rinG



Brindabella, milking on her sixth lactation 
after producing a heifer calf by s-s-i doc 
Alum in november. A conversation in the 
stalls of idW with close friends scott and 
Pip robinson (eastview Holsteins), resulted 
in a decision to give rainbow one last 
crack at a major show while she was in 
such good form.

“she had nothing more to prove to 
us really,” Jade said, “but she’s getting 
towards the end of her show career now, 
so we thought sydney was a good final 
opportunity for her on the big stage.”

Jade attributed rainbow’s royal success 

to the dedication of her kids lincoln and 
Georgia, and the efforts of scott and Pip 
who managed rainbow in the weeks 
leading up to sydney.

“they put a huge amount of work into 
preparing the cows for the show,” Jade 
said. “it was a real team effort, and they 
had her presented in incredible form.”

intermediate champion
For his intermediate Champion, Glen 
chose the senior 2-year-old entry of scott 
and Pip robinson (eastview Holsteins), 
eastview Crushabull Bonnie vG87.

in a line of young cows he said “will make 
exceptional older cows”, Glen gave his 
Champion the advantage for the quality of 
her udder, noting the height and width of 
her rear attachments and overall balance 
across all four quarters.

“Her fore udder blends onto her body 
wall, and she has venation all over her 
udder and a great ligament that cuts 
right through,” he said. “i also gave her the 
advantage for the fullness to her flank, and 
she’s a little deeper in the rear rib than the 
ultra-dairy cow in reserve.”

the reserve Champion, rockstar Byway 

Intermediate Holstein Championship: Honourable Mention – Rockstar PG Undenied Carla-ET GP82, led by Rocky Allen; Reserve Intermediate Champion – Rockstar Byways 
Cookie GP82, led by Mitch Fleming; Intermediate Champion – Eastview Crushabull Bonnie VG87, led by Scott Robinson, judge Glen Gordon.

Senior Holstein Championship: Honourable Mention – Tomargo Recluse Brad Jackio VG87, led by Ryan Barker; Reserve Champion – Byrne Lea Octane Buttersnap VG87, led by 
Kaitlyn Wishart; and Senior Champion – Smallridge Shadow Rainbow EX-93-1E led by Andrew Cullen.

in tHe sHoW rinG



the Australian Holstein Journal l Winter 2022 17

in tHe sHoW rinG

Cookie GP82, exhibited by the Allen family 
(rockstar Holsteins) of Cobargo nsW, used 
the extra height to her rear udder and 
spring to her rib to place ahead of herd 
mate and Honourable Mention, rockstar 
PG undenied Carla-et GP82.

Based in Congupna in victoria’s Goulburn 
valley, the robinsons run a boutique herd 
of elite animals, housed in their purpose-
built barn. Placing great emphasis on 
genetics and cow families, Pip says they 
have a strong commitment to feeding and 
gut health, ensuring their heifers can reach 
their full genetic potential.

the Bonnies have been a favourite for the 
robinsons since 2009 when they bought 
Fairvale Advent Bonnie 3-et vG88 4* 1xM 
2xF 1xP at dean and di Malcolm’s Blue 
ribbon sale. Classified vG87 on her first 
lactation with promising daughters by 
luck-e undenied Admiral and Peak Jagger, 
Pip says Crushabull Bonnie is typical of the 
family’s consistent ability to breed.

“i just love them – they are the most 
beautiful cows and heifers to work 
with,” Pip says enthusiastically. “they are 

consistently rewarding us. You just  
can’t go wrong when you’re breeding  
with Bonnies.”

Intermediate Champion Holstein, Eastview Crushabull Bonnie VG87, led by Scott Robinson, exhibited by Scott and 
Pip Robinson, Eastview Holsteins, Victoria.

Junior champion
A last-minute decision to enter paid off 
for the Wishart family (rowlands Park 
Holsteins) of north West victoria, with their 
late entry Windy vale Master tina named 
Junior Champion Holstein.

After claiming the Junior Champion title 
at their local Feature show in March, 
the Wisharts decided to try their luck at 
sydney. it was Kaitlyn Wishart’s first time 
competing at the royal, and she enjoyed 
the opportunity for her heifer to be seen 
by a larger audience.

“tina was looking really good when she 
won Champion at Cohuna show,” Kaitlyn 
said. “so, while she was in such good form, 
we thought we’d get her out and about 
and let more people see her and recognise 
her.”

Kaitlyn owns a half share in tina, having 
selected the yearling at the Windy vale A to 
Z sale in February.

“she was my pick of the sale,” Kaitlyn said 
proudly. “she was the most stylish and 
most correct overall heifer – and she had 
an awesome pedigree.”

Backed by two generations of excellent 
dams, tina is a descendant of the great 
brood cow Walkerbrae triple-t toni-et-iMP 
eX-1e 24* 2xeP 1xM 1xF.

in what he described as an “exceptional 
junior show”, judge Glen Gordon praised 
his Champion for her cleanliness of frame 
and depth and openness of her rib.

“she’s my kind of heifer,” he said. “she’s 

Intermediate Champion Holstein, Eastview Crushabull Bonnie VG87, exhibited by Scott and Pip Robinson, 
Eastview Holsteins, Victoria.
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Junior Holstein Champion – Windy Vale Master Tina, led by Kaitlyn Wishart, exhibited by the Wishart family, 
Rowlands Park Holsteins, Victoria.

so feminine and long. she’s so clean and 
dairy, wide and open. And she’s got real 
width to her chest and width to her rump, 
and she’s so long right throughout and 
hard on top.”

it was her overall width of chest and style 
through her front end that gave tina the 
advantage over the reserve Champion, 

Junior Holstein Championship: Honourable Mention – Eclipse Perennial C Princess, led by Jess Gavenlock, Reserve Junior Champion – Galba Thunder Cheese, led by Katrina 
Cochrane, Junior Champion – Windy Vale Master Tina, led by Kaitlyn Wishart, judge Glen Gordon.

Sydney Royal Easter Show
 2022 results

Judge: Glen Gordon, Gorbro Holsteins, 
Victoria

Junior Champion Holstein: Windy vale 
Master tina, r & t Wishart, rowlands Park 
Holsteins, Mead, victoria; reserve: Galba 
thunder Cheese, A Allen, Galba Holsteins, 
Cobargo, nsW; Honourable Mention: 
eclipse Perennial C Princess, r Hull, eclipse 
Holsteins, Warrnambool, victoria

intermediate Champion Holstein: 
eastview Crushabull Bonnie, s & P 
robinson, eastview Holsteins, Congupna, 
victoria; reserve: rockstar Byway Cookie, 
C Allen, rockstar Holsteins, Cobargo, 
nsW; Honourable Mention: rockstar 
PG undenied Carla -et, C Allen, rockstar 
Holsteins, Cobargo nsW.

senior Champion Holstein: smallridge 
shadow rainbow, J sieben, Brindabella 
Holsteins & B Jessop, smallridge Holsteins, 
torrumbarry, victoria; reserve: Byrne 
lea octane Buttersnap, r & t Wishart, 
rowlands Park Holsteins, Mead, victoria; 
Honourable Mention: tomargo recluse 
Brad Jackio, Chesworth dairy Partnership, 
tomargo recluse Holsteins, dubbo, nsW.

Premier Breeder: C Allen & Family, rockstar 
Holsteins, Cobargo, nsW

Premier Exhibitor: Chesworth dairy 
Partnership, tomargo recluse Holsteins, 
dubbo, nsW

Galba thunder Cheese. exhibited by 
Anthony Allen (Galba Holsteins) of 
Cobargo, thunder Cheese used her extra 
width to her rump and openness of her 
rib to place ahead of the Honourable 
Mention, eclipse Perennial C Princess, 
exhibited by richard Hull (eclipse 
Holsteins). HJ

in tHe sHoW rinG



At CopRice, we’re committed to delivering nutritional solutions that drive the profitability 

and long-term success of pasture-based dairy production systems. Our team of 

nutritionists and locally-based advisors use the latest research 

and technology, backed by extensive local experience and 

training, to develop practical feeding solutions that help you  

to get the greatest return on your investment. Book an 

obligation-free on-farm consultation and find out how  

CopRice can deliver a nutrition program that really stacks up.

Change the way you see nutrition.

NUTRITION THAT STACKS UP

®Registered trademark of CopRice, a division of Ricegrowers Limited. CPA21505B

1800 267 742
coprice.com.au



20 the Australian Holstein Journal l Winter 2022

tasmania’s olivia Milhouse described 
4-year-old senior Champion, Glenunga 

Barossa Whynot GP82, exhibited by Andrew 
and Angela Koch, Glenunga Holsteins, as 
a “beautifully balanced dairy cow” when 
judging at Mt Pleasant 58th Annual 
Autumn Holstein Fair in March.

“My senior Champion is very feminine 
throughout her head and neck,” olivia 
said. “she’s angular with great depth and 
spring of rib and shows good fore and rear 
udder attachments and a strong median 
suspensory ligament.”

olivia praised the event organisers, saying 
the day was well organised and had good 
support from the sponsors and members.

“it was perfect weather with an enjoyable 
country show atmosphere. the heifer 
show was particularly strong with great 
representation from the youth members.”

all the fun of 
the fair at  
Mt pleasant

 Mt Pleasant, SA
Judge: Olivia Milhouse
senior Champion cow: Glenunga Barossa 
Whynot, Andrew and Angela Koch, Glenunga 
Holsteins, Moculta sA. reserve: Glenunga 
sentry Mayfair, Andrew and Angela Koch, 
Glenunga Holsteins, Moculta sA

intermediate Champion: esjay Merlot 
Phemie, seeliger family, esjay Holsteins, 
Flaxman valley sA. reserve: Glenunga 
undenied sandmaiden, Andrew and 
Angela Koch, Glenunga Holsteins, Moculta 
sA

Junior Champion: Windy vale Mirand 
elegance-red-Po, Bridget liebelt, Courtney 
Afford & Hayley Madden (CBH syndicate) 
sA. reserve: Warrabell sidekick luck, Brett 
Fiebig, Warrabell Holsteins, strathalbyn sA

TOP: Senior Champion cow, Glenunga Barossa 
Whynot, led by Andrew Koch and Reserve Senior 
Champion cow - Glenunga Sentry Mayfair, led by 
Ashleigh Koch with judge Olivia Millhouse.

MIDDLE: Reserve Intermediate Champion Cow, 
Glenunga Undenied Sandmaiden, led by Andrew 
Koch, judge Olivia Milhouse, and Intermediate 
Champion, Esjay Merlot Phemie, led by Jess Seeliger

BOTTOM: Junior Champion, Windy Vale Mirand 
Elegance-Red-PO, exhibited by Bridget Liebelt, 
Courtney Afford & Hayley Madden.

in tHe sHoW rinG
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Judge Wayne Kuhne of Bushlea Jerseys 
said it was a pleasure to judge the north 

West sub-branch Autumn Holstein Feature 
in Cohuna on 18 March.

“the quality was certainly of a high 
standard with my three Champions in their 
respective age groups being wonderful 
animals,” he said. 

the three Champions – Windy vale Master 
tina, Byrne lea octane Buttersnap vG87, 
and rowlands Park soloman Mabel 
vG85 – were all members of the same 
herd, exhibited by the Wishart family, 
rowlands Park Holsteins. the Wisharts 
were also awarded Premier exhibitor with 
their intermediate Champion Buttersnap 
named supreme dairy Cow of show.

“My intermediate Champion and supreme 
Champion cow of the show was a lovely, 
well balanced cow with great angularity. 
With a tremendous udder, she easily found 
her way to the top of the line.”

three from three for rowlands park

North-West Sub-branch Autumn Holstein Feature
Judge: Wayne Kuhne, Bushlea Jerseys
senior Champion cow: rowlands Park soloman Mabel, r & t Wishart, rowlands Park Holsteins, 
Mead, victoria

intermediate Champion: Byrne lea octane Buttersnap, r & t Wishart, rowlands Park Holsteins, 
Mead, victoria. reserve: rowlands Park Chief Cinnamon, r & t Wishart, rowlands Park Holsteins, 
Mead, victoria. Honourable Mention: Clydevale Piston sunsmart , dee Family, Clydevale 
Holsteins, Macorna, victoria

Junior Champion: Windy vale Master tina, r & t Wishart, rowlands Park Holsteins, Mead, victoria. 
reserve: rowlands Park rubles Farwina, rowlands Park Holsteins, Mead, victoria. Honourable 
Mention: Glynyari sidekick Hailey, A Anderson, Glynyari Holsteins, rochester, victoria

Premier Breeder: Clydevale Holsteins
Premier Exhibitor: rowlands Park Holsteins

in tHe sHoW rinG

TOP: Judge Wayne Kuhne, Supreme Champion 
Byrne Lea Octane Buttersnap led by Kaitlyn Wishart, 
Rowlands Park Holsteins, and Brad Somerville, North 
West Sub-branch President.

MIDDLE: Rowlands Park Holsteins - Three Champions: 
Windy Vale Master Tina, Byrne Lea Octane 
Buttersnap, Rowlands Park Soloman Mabel.

BELOW: Intermediate Championship lineup with 
judge Wayne Kuhne.
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passionate breeders at 
Brunswick autumn Fair

Brunswick WA Autumn Fair 
Grand Champion cow: Katandra Park 
doorman Mercury, dM & lM Fry, Katandra 
Park Holsteins, Brunswick Junction WA

intermediate Champion: Katandra Park 
doorman Mercury, dM & lM Fry, Katandra 
Park Holsteins, Brunswick Junction WA

Junior Champion: Katandra Park Mirand 
Blythe , dM & lM Fry, Katandra Park 
Holsteins, Brunswick Junction WA. 
reserve: Katandra Park sidekick lulu, 
dM & lM Fry, Katandra Park Holsteins, 
Brunswick Junction WA. Honourable 
Mention: Katandra Park Moovin 
Perfection, dM & lM Fry, Katandra Park 
Holsteins, Brunswick Junction WA

in tHe sHoW rinG

framed young cow with a mammary full of 
texture. she had great width throughout, 
especially through her fore-rib, and 
displayed great angle and dairy quality.” 

TOP: Brunswick Autumn Fair Junior Championship 
line-up.

MIDDLE: Brunswick Autumn Fair Grand Champion 
– Katandra Park Doorman Mercury with breeder 
Lachlan Fry, Katandra Park Holsteins and Lois 
Blackburn, Burnvale Holsteins.

BELOW: Honourable Mention Junior Champion, 
Katandra Park Mirand Blythe led by Kelly Smart; 
Reserve, Katandra Park Sidekick Lulu led by Lachlan 
Fry; Champion, Katandra Park Moovin Perfection led 
by Tom O’Farrell; and judge Nicola Templeton.

it was a clean sweep for Western 
Australia’s lachlan Fry and his Katandra 

Park Holsteins, winning the Junior, 
reserve Junior, and Honourable Mention 
Junior Champion titles, along with his 
Katandra Park doorman Mercury crowned 
intermediate and Grand Champion Cow at 
Brunswick’s Autumn Fair on 30 April.

Judge nicola templeton from view Fort 
Holsteins in victoria, said she thoroughly 
enjoyed her short time in the west, thanks 
to the great hospitality. 

“i met many passionate breeders with 
lovely teams of cows,” she said, deeming 
the strong heifer classes as a sign of the 
tremendous enthusiasm among the WA 
dairy youth.

“Champion Cow was also my intermediate 
Champion,” nicola said of the Fry family’s 
3-year-old entry. “she was a silky-soft, open 
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the Gippsland dairy Youth group hosts 
the annual Gippsland Allbreeds dairy 

Youth show, aimed at showcasing the 
skills of local young people and allowing 
them to gain confidence in the art of dairy 
cattle showing.

local judge reece Attenborough, Attaview 
Jerseys, was thrilled by the opportunity to 
support the young breeders. 

“After the show not going ahead for 
two years due to Covid interruptions, 
it was great to see the next generation 
competing again,” reece said. 

“i was impressed by the overall quality of 
the show with good depth throughout 
most classes. 

“the Grand Champion heifer displayed 
tremendous balance throughout with a 
snug, well attached udder.”

For the overall Grand Champion, reece 
selected the milking 2-year-old entry, 
vM-starcrest 1stgrade Marvel, exhibited 
by Harry and violet dodd, vW-starcrest 
Holsteins.

strong return for Gippsland 
allbreeds dairy youth show

Gippsland Allbreeds Dairy Youth Show 
Judge: reece Attenborough
Wendy sargeant Champion Handler: Kasey shields; reserve: scarlett Bawden 
Junior Champion Heifer: Munden Farms vicking orange, imogen steiner; reserve: Cherrylock 
twinkle little star, (Jersey), Montana reid 

iNtErMEDiAtE CHAMPiON HEiFEr: Myrtleholme unstoppable Monique-red, robertson Family, 
Myrtleholme Holsteins, lardner, victoria; reserve: Wilara Kingdoc unbelievable, o Henry, K shields 
& P Anderson 

Champion Heifer in Milk: vM-starcrest 1stgrade Marvel, Harry & violet dodd, vW-starcrest Holsteins, 
Jindivick, victoria; reserve: Wilara Kingdoc unbelievable, o Henry, K shields & P Anderson 

Grand Champion Of show: vM-starcrest 1stgrade Marvel, Harry & violet dodd, vW-starcrest 
Holsteins, Jindivick, victoria; reserve: Myrtleholme unstoppable Monique-red, robertson 
Family, Myrtleholme Holsteins, lardner, victoria

Most successful Exhibitor: Harry & violet dodd
Mary Battely Encouragement Award: levi Privitera 
rising star Award: Maddison Kenzie 
Best Exhibit Display: Harry & violet dodd

Grand Champion of Show - VM-Starcrest 
1stgrade Marvel, with judge Reece 
Attenborough, Violet Dodd and Harry 
Dodd, VW-Starcrest Holsteins, Jindivick, 
Victoria.

Justin Ferris – Captain America and The 
Hulk in the fancy dress class.

Most successful exhibitors Harry and 
Violet Dodd, VW-Starcrest Holsteins, 
Jindivick, Victoria.

Photographs: Holly Anderson 
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the All Breeds educational dairy Youth 
Camp has been held in Malanda in 

different formats for 34 years. over those 
years, there have been 460 students and 
29 tutors. originally organised by the local 
Holstein sub-branch, for the past 10 years 
the camps have been organised by the All 
Breeds dairy Committee.

thirty-two students attended the 
camp this year, including several first-
time attendees. Camp tutors were Phil 
Hentschke, Paul newland and Kelvin 
Cochrane.

the camp aims to encourage teamwork, 
problem solving, responsibility, patience, 
sportsmanship and a belief in themselves 
– along with preparing their calf for the All 
Breeds Calf day on the final day.

the organisers encourage an All Breeds 
environment for their Youth Camps, local 
shows and activities throughout the 
year. it is a concept that continues to be 
successful, supporting the young people 
who will be the future dairy cattle breeders 
on the Atherton tablelands.

 – woRDS AnD PHoToGRAPHS  
SuPPliED BY AnnE DAlEY

educating the next generation  
of dairy breeders

All Breeds Educational Dairy Youth Camp
Junior Clipping Award: Caitlin Channells
intermediate Clipping Award: tara Bevan
senior Clipping Award: Patrick english
Junior Judging Award: Caitlin Channells
intermediate Judging Award: Frances english
senior Judging Award: terese daley
Junior Parader Award: April Burtenshaw
intermediate Parader Award: Mary english
senior Parader Award: terese daley
Overall student Junior Encouragement: Arlo Jones
Overall student intermediate Encouragement: sienna rielly
Overall student senior Encouragement: Aila Bevan
Overall student of the Camp Award: Patrick english; runner-up: terese daley

LEFT: Kayla Tebay-Dent with Meadowland Courtney

ABOVE: Overall Student of the Camp, Patrick English 
(right) and Runner-up, Terese Daley (left).

BELOW: Student group at All Breeds Educational Dairy 
Youth Camp - Malanda.



INVITATION
Wednesday 14th September 2022, 6pm

The Holstein Highlights National Awards 
Dinner will be held at the Mercure Ballarat 

Hotel & Convention Centre

Join us in sharing a commemorative night, 
celebrating the special people and their Holsteins 

who have shaped our Association.

National Awards Dinner bookings open on 
Friday 15th July 2022

Please register at:
www.ivvy.com.au/event/HADinner2022/

Accommodation bookings can be made 
at the Mercure Ballarat Hotel & Convention Centre 

using the registration link above

Congratulate our award recipients on their 
outstanding achievements & contribution to the 

breed and Holstein community.

PROGRAM
Tuesday 13th September 2022

6pm Welcome Dinner
Housey Housey 

The Forge Pizzeria, Ballarat

Wednesday 14th September 2022

11am Holstein Australia – 2022 AGM

6pm Holstein Highlights – Happy Hour

• Welcome drinks & canapes

7pm Holstein Highlights – National Awards Dinner

• Official Welcome – HA President

• Cow of the Year award presentation

• Master Breeders award presentation

• Special presentation

• Official close of the Holstein Highlights 2022

Holstein Highlights 2022
honouring those that shape us
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after a Covid induced hiatus, it was wonderful to see a large 
group of enthusiastic young people from all over south 

Australia return to the Adelaide showgrounds over April to 
participate at the 2022 sA All Breeds dairy Youth Camp.

With Covid still being an issue, the sA sub Branch of Holstein 
Australia decided to run a more compact two-day version of the 
camp this year, rather than the traditional 3-4 days.

the challenge for camp coordinators Gino and Mandy Pacitti was 
to try and fit as much in as possible in the limited time frame. it 
was always going to be hard to fit in all the elements normally 
presented to the participants, yet a lot was still achieved during 
the more pared back program.

the camp participants learned how to wash, clip, and lead their 
heifers for the show ring. A variety of informative sessions covered, 
judging, conformation of a cow, understand bull proofs and herd 
test results, as well as how to photograph, video and promote your 
animals.

A highlight of the camp was Adelaide’s Channel seven Weather 

Jam-packed 
program a success 
for sa youth 

reporter Amelia Mulcahy who popped in on the first day of camp 
to do the ‘live’ weather crosses during the afternoon and evening 
news. it was great to give the attendees some exposure to the 
local media as well as showcasing our next generation of dairy 
industry representatives to our city folk. 

With the help of many industry identities sharing their knowledge, 
skills, and experience with the eager attendees, it was a 
resounding success. especially pleasing was seeing several past 
attendees returning to the camp as the presenters and team 
leaders, freely giving away their time to the next generation, and 
sharing their industry knowledge and personal career pathways.

the organising committee would like to thank all the presenters, 
helpers, catering staff, sponsors and the Adelaide showgrounds 
management who helped make the return of the 2022 camp a 
success.

We hope that by 2024 the camp will resume its normal program.

– woRDS SuPPliED BY MAnDY PACiTTi
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SA All Breeds Dairy Youth Camp Team Leaders: Ebony King, Teagan Afford, Hayley 
Madden and Bridget Liebelt.
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Participants and organisers of the 2022 SA All Breeds Dairy Youth Camp.

Tess Newman judging another group of participants, with Jack Bramley’s guidance.

Conformation presentation, presented by Bec Haebich and Andrew Koch.
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Australian Holstein Cow Family

BY Jon HollAnD

From the late ’80s through to the ’90s, 
roseworthy Warden May eX-4e stP 

10* dominated the south Australian 
show circuit. thirty years later her legacy 
continues. While her descendants 
remain a prominent force in the show 
ring, other branches are topping the 
Australian genomic charts – ensuring one 
of the oldest bloodlines in the Australian 
herdbook remains relevant in today’s 
modern breeding.

May’s pedigree begins at the very 
beginning of the Holstein herdbook in 
Australia, with the cow Anama Canary 
Pontiac #533 vol.3 bred by AJ Gallichan 
of rangiotu nZ. in 1987, 15 generations 
later, the daughter of Glenray George 
August vG85 2* was born. Bred by 
renowned breeder Jack Bramley (Paravale 
Holsteins) and the university of Adelaide 
(roseworthy Holsteins), Warden May 
became an instant favourite of the 
students and staff at the roseworthy 
Agricultural College. 

“May was a special cow – one out of 
the box,” Jack said. “she was the most 
successful cow i ever worked with.”

As herd manager, Jack began transitioning 
the roseworthy herd from Jerseys to 
Holsteins, introducing May’s dam in 1984 
as a pregnant 2-year-old.

“roseworthy had one of the oldest Jersey 
studs in the state, going back to 1910,” 
Jack said. “it was my idea of getting more 
Holsteins, so i kept buying in more black 
and whites.”

Jack was a big believer in strong cow 
families, prominent sire stacks and deep 
maternal lines. When he saw Glenray 
George August at the 1984 northern 
Breeders multi-vendor sale, he was 
immediately attracted to her quality type 
and extensive pedigree. 

“August was a good deep-bodied cow 
with plenty of front end and sharp, clean 
bone,” he said. “i liked her cow family that 
was rich in new Zealand blood.”

August produced seven lactations at 

Mays and Mabels – instant favourites

roseworthy, peaking at more than 600 kg 
of milks solids with a Production index (Pi) 
of 144. With her sharp bone and strong will 
to milk, Jack thought August was a logical 
cross to the ‘constructor’ sire Hilltopper 
Warden. 

“Warden was a good combination at the 
time over those real milky cows,” he said.

the combination worked, with Warden 
May winning her senior yearling class as an 
18-month-old heifer at Adelaide royal.

“May was always a favourite among the 
students at the college – everyone loved 
working with her,” Jack said proudly. 
“the students were heavily involved and 
enjoyed the showing and management 
of the cattle. they were rostered on three 
days a week, and did all the milkings and a 
lot of the hands-on practical work.”

As a mature cow, May was crowned 
Champion at south Australia’s Mt 
Pleasant Autumn Fair in 1990 and 1991, 
and reserve in 1994. she returned to 
Adelaide in 1996 to win the royal’s senior 
Champion Holstein title. 

“May was a wonderful cow that would 
do anything for you,” Jack said. “she loved 
showing – though she hated the water at 
Adelaide.”

leading May to her championships 
title was a young student, Mary – now 
Mary Gleeson of elm Banks Holsteins. 
At the time, Mary did not have a dairy 
farming background. inspired by cows 
like May, Mary developed the skills and 
love for showing at roseworthy, before 
establishing her Master Breeder herd 
with husband Chris at Crossly in Western 
victoria.

Warden May completed nine lactations 
before she was laid to rest and buried on 
the farm at 17-years-old, with a lifetime 
record of 74,767 litres. 

Many of her descendants have since 
found success at Adelaide – most notable, 
her granddaughter, the 2003 reserve 
senior Champion, roseworthy Almanach 
April eX-1e. At eX-93 for dairy strength, 
April was a little sharper through the 
bone and showed a little more wedge to 
her frame than her Warden grand dam. 

Roseworthy Warden May EX-4E STP 10* - Senior Champion Cow, Adelaide Royal Show 1996. Bred by Jack Bramley 
(Paravale Holsteins) and University of Adelaide (Roseworthy Holsteins), SA.
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However, as a fourth generation to exceed 
seven lactations, April did inherit May’s 
impressive longevity.

soon after Jack left the College, he bought 
a farm and established his own prefix, 
Paravale Holsteins. inspired by his success 
with Warden May, he reinvested in several 
branches of his beloved cow family. Years 
later, his Paravale dispersal was a popular 
affair, with many breeders excited by the 
opportunity to buy a descendant of Jack’s 
great Warden May.

First time premiers
At north West victoria’s 2022 Autumn 
Feature show at Cohuna, the team of 
rowlands Park Holsteins were named 
Premier exhibitors after winning the 
supreme, senior, intermediate, and Junior 
Champion of show. Headlining the team 
was the senior Champion – and May 
descendant – rowlands Park soloman 
Mabel vG85.

rowlands Park Holsteins is a family affair, 
run by rick and tina Wishart and their 
daughters emmalea, Kaitlyn and April. 
despite their previous showring success, 
the senior Champion Cow title had always 
eluded them – until now.

For Kaitlyn, winning all three Champions, 
along with two reserve Champions, from 
their team of six was a real honour.

“We were very proud of how our cattle 
presented at Cohuna show,” she said, 
admitting their success wouldn’t be 
possible without everyone doing their bit. 
“it’s a big family effort to be able to run the 
farm, and still put time into making it to 
shows – so it is very exciting on show day 
to have all the hard work pay off.”

the Wisharts milk between 260 and 300 
registered Holsteins on their 150 hectare 
farm at Mead, 20 km south of the Murray 
river in victoria’s north West. the cows 
graze winter annuals grown under flood 
irrigation, supplemented by 2.5 tonne 
of wheat and pro-mix per cow per year. 
Fodder crops of vetch and cereals are 
grown at the original homestead on 350 
hectares at Macorna, 10 km south of the 
current dairy.

the focus of their breeding program is 
building pedigrees, based around high 
performance and type. Kaitlyn says she 
wants to breed the perfect cow, starting 
with a strong cow family, and combining 
it with the very best sires from around 
the world. this includes extensive use of 

premium sexed semen and regular flush 
programs over her elite Holsteins.

“We pick our flush cows mainly on type,” 
Kaitlyn said. “Cows we think are from our 
best cow families and our top end for 
conformation – cows with strong tops, 
open rib and real good udders.” 

Kaitlyn and her sisters have developed 
their skills by attending Holstein sub-
branch events and competing at local 
calf shows from a young age. While 
they are now utilising their expertise as 
professional fitters at major shows and 
sales around the country, competing their 
own cows remains an important part of 

the rowlands Park program. 

“As kids, showing is a great way to get 
involved in farming and learn about the 
cows,” Kaitlyn said. “i really like the social 
side of showing, and the competition and 
working with other farmers – but it’s also 
about the promotion of our cows and 
getting our stud and our cows recognised.”

in promoting their stud and their breeding 
program at rowlands Park – their branch 
of the Mays the Mabels – have made a 
valuable contribution.

replicating success
the May family first arrived at rowlands 

Roseworthy Almanach April EX-1E – Reserve Senior Champion Cow, Adelaide Royal Show 2003. 

Rowlands Park Soloman Mabel VG85 - Senior Champion Cohuna Show 2022, led by Emmalea Wishart, Rowlands 
Park Holsteins, Mead, Victoria.
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Australian Holstein Cow Family

Park when rick bought Paravale dundee 
Mabel-tW vG88 4* at the 2010 Paravale 
Holsteins dispersal for $1750. Her dam, 
Windy vale Boss Mabel-et eX-91-2e 1*, 
was one of three excellent sisters. these 
include her et sister by Bosside rueben, 
Windy vale Boss Maid-et eX-90-1e, and 
the summershade igniter daughter, Windy 
vale igniter May-et eX-91-4e, now owned 
by Chris Mitchell (louie Park Holsteins). 
the next dam was Windy vale Prelude 
May-et vG85 3*, a ronnybrook Prelude 
daughter of Warden May.

At the time of the Paravale dispersal, 
regancrest dundee daughters were 
in high demand. While this did appeal 
to rick, it was the strength of dundee 
Mabel’s maternal line, and her overall 
conformation and udder quality that 
encouraged him to buy the stale, pregnant 
4-year-old. 

“i was a freezing cold day at the sale, 
but she still looked good,” rick said. “she 
was about dry, but i could see she had 
the potential for a real good rear udder. 
i reckon she turned out to be one of the 
best rear uddered cows we’ve ever milked.”

to date, dundee Mabel has produced 
two excellent daughters and two vG88 
daughters, including the super production 
cows rowlands Park Windbrook Mabel-et 
vG88 and rowlands Park Goldsun Mabel 
2-et vG88. 

now on her sixth lactation, Goldsun Mabel 
2 has already exceeded 50,000 litres 
lifetime. Her et sister, rowlands Park 
Goldsun Mabel-et eX-90-1e is currently 
milking on her fourth lactation boasting a 

4.2% fat test with a Pi of 111. 

“the Goldsuns are terrific uddered cows 
that can really milk,” rick said.

scored eX-92 for mammary, Goldsun 
Mabel has been a successful on Farm 
Challenge cow for the Wisharts. Her 
daughter rowlands Park superstar Mabel 
GP83 finished top 10 in her yearling class 
at international dairy Week. the Wisharts 
are now hoping to replicate that success 

as they implant 14 sexed ‘A’ Grade embryos 
collected from Goldsun Mabel from a 
recent flush to stanton Chief.

successful flush results have been a 
feature of the Mabels at rowlands Park. 
recently calved for the first time this 
autumn were two 2019 born daughters by 
Woodcrest King doc from one of dundee 
Mabel’s final flushes. the stand-out for 
rick being rowlands Park Kingdoc Mabel-
et who at 54 days fresh was producing 
38.2 litres at a 101Pi.

“the Kingdocs are nice typey young cows 
with nice soft udders,” rick said. “i think 
they’ll make pretty nice older cows.”

Good farm cows 
dundee Mabel’s most prominent 
daughter resulted from the Pictson shottle 
pregnancy she carried at the time of the 
Paravale dispersal. rowlands Park shottle 
Mable eX-90-2e life1 was crowned Junior 
Champion at Kerang’s north West Feature 
show in 2011, earning her fifth place in the 
All Australian Holstein Youth Calf Class that 
year, and crowned north West victoria’s 
Junior sub-branch Champion for 2012.

Kaitlyn has grown up with shottle Mable. 
she was just 10 years old when she 
showed Mable as a calf.

Rowlands Park Goldsun Mabel-ET EX-90-1E.

Rowlands Park Shottle Mable EX-90-2E Life1 – North West Junior Sub Branch Champion 2012, bred by the Wishart 
family, Rowlands Park Holsteins, Mead, Victoria.
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Mabel family tree
Glenray George August VG85

2* 04/06/1982 
(Glenray Ledger George)


roseworthy warden May EX-4E

STP 10* 09/05/1987
(A Hilltopper Warden EX)


windy Vale Prelude May-ET VG85

3* 11/01/1995
(A Ronnybrook Prelude GP)


windy Vale Boss Mabel-ET EX-91-2E

1* 04/09/2002
(Bosside Ruben EX) 


Paravale Dundee Mabel-Tw VG88

4* 15/03/2006 
(Regancrest Dundee EX)


rowlands Park Shottle Mable EX-90-2E

liFE 1 27/02/2011
(Picston Shottle EX)


rowlands Park Dreams Mabel

18/01/2018
(Heavenly Golden Dreams)


rowlands Park Soloman Mabel-ET VG85

12/03/2017
(Walnutlawn Solomon)

“shottle Mable is an awesome cow,” Kaitlyn 
says proudly. “she’s just so quiet and easy. 
When she won at Kerang, she was the first 
Junior Champion we’d ever had at a show.”

shottle Mable is pregnant again at 11 
years old, having produced more than 
66,000 litres to date. due in late september 
to the type and udder specialist dG nH 
Arrow, Kaitlyn says Mable is still very 

liFe 2, who at 99,800 litres lifetime, was a 
fourth generation to exceed 70,000 litres.

tirano Mandy’s genomic Australian 
Breeding values (ABvs) demonstrate a 
strong combination of both her maternal 
line and her sire stack. Her extreme values 
for protein (+0.23%), fat (+0.45%), mastitis 
resistance (+110) and fertility (+111) can 
be attributed to her paternal line, line-bred 
to ABs Jeronimo, who topped the list for 
Balanced Performance (BPi) for several 
runs. 

on the maternal side, tirano Mandy 
has inherited the May family’s superior 
conformation with +102 overall type and 
+104 mammary, including +108 for rear 
udder height and +107 for udder depth. 

Without question however is Warden 
May’s influence on Mandy’s workabilities. 
Her rating of +105 for likability being 
genetic evidence of the May family’s ability 
to breed cows that are a farmer’s favourite.

by the future prospects of the fancy young 
calves, and hopes they will continue the 
legacy of their dam.

At the moment, the attention remains 
on shottle Mable’s granddaughter by 
Walnutlawn solomon, rowlands Park 
soloman Mabel vG85.

Kaitlyn said that even as a calf, soloman 
Mabel was always a stand-out. “she was 
always so tall and strong on top,” she said. 

soloman Mabel began her remarkable 
record at Cohuna show as a yearling 
in 2018 when she was named reserve 
Junior Champion. she returned as a junior 
3-year-old in 2021 to take the intermediate 
Champion title, then again in March 2022 
for the Wishart’s first senior Champion 
Cow win.

Kaitlyn says soloman Mabel is pretty 
typical of their branch of the May family. 
she credits the Mabels for their consistent 
breeding pattern, praising them for being 
a cow family “that breeds lots of heifers”.

“With the Mabels, it doesn’t matter what 
bull you use over them – they’re still good,” 
she said. “they’re a good combination of 
type and production, and they are really 
good farm cows – good natured cows, 
easy cows to show and cows we love to 
work with.” HJ

Rowlands Park Soloman Mabel VG85 – Intermediate Champion Cohuna Show 2021, bred by the Wishart family, 
Rowlands Park Holsteins, Mead, Victoria.

sound, and hopes she calves in well.

“We’ll milk her for a start and see how she 
goes – she’s always been a good flush cow 
so hopefully she continues on a bit longer.”

the Wisharts are waiting for dnA 
parentage verification results from three 
et heifer calves out of shottle Mable 
from a mixed flush of stantons Chief and 
Coomboona Zipit Mirand. Kaitlyn is excited 

Just a week after soloman Mabel’s victory 
at Cohuna show, another branch of the 
May family grabbed the headlines when 
rockwella tirano Mandy BPi+491 was 
declared the number one genomic BPi 
animal in dataGene’s April 2022 release.

Bred by south Australia’s Wes and rita 
Hurrell (rockwella Farms), tirano Mandy 
traces back seven generations to Warden 
May, via Warden May’s only excellent 
daughter, roseworthy Mandel Mandy-et 
eX-90-3e stP(silvr) 3* 1xM liFe 3. 

the Hurrells bought Mandel Mandy as 
a freshly calved 4-year-old. developing 
into a phenomenal type and production 
cow, Mandel Mandy exceeded 117,000 
litres lifetime while boasting eX-93 for 
mammary and dairy strength. 

While several of her descendants have 
won classes at Adelaide royal and Mt 
Pleasant shows, many have also inherited 
her great will to milk, including rockwella 
Joel Mandy vG89 stP(silvr) 3xM 1xF 2xP 

May family member takes top Bpi spot
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Farm facts
Females bred: 
 EX: 6
 VG: 260
 SBC: 26
Production awards: 144
Lifetime production awards: 32
Points required: 870
Points earned:  1096

Billabong Holsteins
Master Breeders 2020

Prefix: Billabong
Member: Billabong Holsteins Pty Ltd
location: Woods Point, SA
Years in the industry: Steve 54 years, 

Bob 73 years
Farming generation: 4th generation 

(Courtney and Tegan) 
land size: 75 ha irrigated pasture, 20 ha 

highland irrigation, 810 ha dryland
Cows milked: 180
important cow families: Smokey, Kate, 

Tracey, Sunshine.
Favourite bull used: Shotime
Current Bull team: Cadillac, Latenite, 

Diamondback, Doc, Jagger, Luster-P, 
Dylan, Dreambig

important traits: feet & legs, rear udders
First EX cow: Billabong Shotime Skokie

Holstein Australia services
✔ registration
✔ Classification

Master Breeder, steve Afford of Billabong 
Holsteins at Woods Point, sA is a big 
believer in top-quality semen, using it in 
their Ai program for decades.
“if you’re choosing good bulls consistently 
with good traits like feet and legs, good 
udders and good production, you’ll breed 
good cattle eventually,” steve said.
He said the use of good quality semen and 
constant culling of poor production and 
type cows has been key to their business 
success.
the Affords have used Ai since the ’80s, 
which steve said has had the largest 
impact on their breeding program. He 
admits they have not always chosen the 
most expensive semen but selected well-
proven bulls that carry important traits for 
their herd.
“Ai has really taken over and that was a 
good change for us. We still have the odd 
home-bred bull but we’ve mostly used Ai 
in the last 40 years,” steve said.
steve has been running the breeding 
program for the past 20 years, working 
alongside his 80-year-old father, Bob who 
still actively works in the dairy milking. 
the family have registered the herd since 
1949, believing strongly in the value of 
registration, including for export animals.
steve is the third generation to take 
the reins of Billabong Holsteins which 
originated at Wandearah in the Mid-north, 
(near Port Pirie) by his grandparents Fred 
and neta Afford. 
He said achieving the Master Breeder 
award was the result of years of breeding. 
“our family is really happy we have done 
what we’ve set out to achieve,” steve said.
this is the second Master Breeder to be 
awarded the Billabong prefix. the first 
award was received in 2006 by his parents 
Bob and Gloria Afford. 
steve’s parents farmed at Jervois until 1982, 
when they moved 5kms up the road to 
the current farm at Woods Point. over the 
years they acquired neighbouring dairies, 
doubling in size to enable them to grow 
enough grain to feed their entire herd.
Most of the feed is grown on their Brinkley 
property which is managed by steve’s 
brother Greg. steve said in a normal year 
they would crop 600 to 700 tonne of grain 
and about 1,500 rolls of hay.

the dairy is a 15 a-side double-up 
herringbone with teat cup removers. 
Milkers receive 7kg of grain/day through 
the dairy. 
the business is a family enterprise, with 
additional help from steve’s mother 
Gloria and daughters Courtney and tegan 
who each have specific roles. Courtney 
specialises in breeding and tegan focuses 
on calf rearing. like their grandparents, 
both girls equally have a huge passion for 
showring.
steve said showing has had a great impact 
on his family, keeping them inspired year 
to year. “the girls are heavily involved in 
our local dairy community which has kept 
us motivated through tough times,” steve 
said. 
in 2007, the herd was downsized due to 
drought, retaining only 35 milking cows 
and as many young show heifers as they 
could afford to keep. 
“We had enough acreage with a small 
water allocation which we leased for a 
ridiculous price to grape growers which 
helped us through,” steve said. 
they milked enough to get through the 
next three years, riding out the harsh 
weather conditions. When rain finally hit 
nsW and victoria and the water allocation 

returned, the herd was expanded 100 
milkers. the decision to keep young stock 
for showing purposes paid off. “those 
young heifers we kept for showing became 
our replacement stock,” steve said.
Billabong has seen a few changes in the 
past eight years, implementing heat 
detection collars and more recently auto 
drafting. the results have been excellent 
with the 50% more cattle detected on heat, 
playing a vital role in improving the mating 
and conception rate within the herd. 
in the past six months, they Affords have 
prioritised auto-drafting, adding another 
layer to boost their breeding program. 
“it’s been a progression and we’re still fine-
tuning the system to make things easier 
and better in the dairy,” steve said. 
When asked what’s in store over the next 
five years, steve said the family want to 
remain farming in south Australia, meeting 
strong milk supply demands.
He said recently his daughter had been in 
his ear about sexed semen and that may 
be something the farm will consider using 
down the track.
“it’s a long slog; a grind and if you put in 
the effort, you can make a good living out 
of it,” steve said. HJ

Steve Afford of Billabong Holsteins at Woods Point, SA
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Farm facts
Females bred: 
 EX: 27
 VG: 494
 SBC: 33
 STP: 48
Production awards: 144
Lifetime production awards: 23
Points required: 1573
Points earned: 1767

Misty Brae Holsteins
Master Breeders 2020

Prefix: Misty Brae
Member: Gino and Mandy Pacitti
location: Hindmarsh Tiers (between 

Myponga and Victor Harbor) SA
Years in industry: Gino all his life, Mandy 

32 years
Farming generation: Gino is second 

generation dairy farmer
land size:  About 400 hectares (own 300 

and lease 100)
Cows milked: about 300 year round
important cow families: Della, Gretchen, 

Pietje and Jackie
Favourite bulls used: Talent, Shotime, 

Informer, Shottle, Skychief
Current bull team: Hano, Float, Sidekick, 

Crushabull and Arrow
important traits: a well-balanced cow 

concentrating on rumps, feet & legs, 
udders and dairyness 

First EX cow: Misty Brae Luckystrike Rita

Holstein Australia services
✔ registration
✔ Classification
✔ Genomic testing

His parents actively discouraged him 
from dairying but that didn’t stop Master 
Breeder, Gino Pacitti, (Misty Brae, Fleurieu 
& Central sA) returning to his roots after 
completing his tertiary education and 
spending seven years away from the cows. 
At the age of 27 Gino returned to dairying, 
wide-eyed and eager to spend time with 
the cows. 
in 1991, his parents retired and Gino took 
over the commercial business with his wife 
Mandy.
in 2001, they began working their way 
through the appendix system, transitioning 
from a fully commercial herd to a 
registered one over about eight years. 
Gino said the advantages of registration 
were undeniable especially verification 
of parentage, depth of pedigree and 
premium returns.
“it all forms part of what i call your 
superannuation policy. You’re building 
up an asset over a period of time which is 
proven to be greater than not undertaking 
those services. that convinced me to go 
down the registered path and the rest is 
history,” Gino said.
Gino and Mandy increased from milking 50 
cows to 300, operating on 400 hectares of 
land, 100 ha of which was leased. 
For 18 months they ran two dairies, milking 
more than 400 cows . Mandy said that 
“proved to be pretty challenging.”
today, the Pacittis farm at Hindmarsh tiers, 
sA. they run a grazing rotation, feeding a 
partial mixed ration during summer and 
autumn. the mixer wagon is retired during 
winter, when access to the property is 
limited. the herd calves year-round and is 
milked in a herringbone dairy. 
embryo transfers and sexed semen played 
an integral role in fast tracking genetic gain 
in the Misty Brae herd.
they began using sexed semen exclusively 
on maiden heifers. “now that’s transitioned 
to the milking herd too,” Gino said.
Cost of production has been a driving factor 
for profitability and good-producing, well-
converting cows is a key to their success. 
With the significant increase in input costs 
over the past 18 months, Gino said it can 
be challenging to keep a lid on expenses. 
“Fertiliser, chemicals, fodder, machinery 
and electricity are exponentially higher 

this calendar year and the ability to keep 
those under control is vital to profitability,” 
he said. 
they have concentrated on increasing 
production standards, using Holstein 
Australia’s Genetic stocktake report and 
genomic data along with other services to 
make the best decisions. 
Gino said Holstein Australia’s classification 
service was another benchmarking tool 
for herd improvement, helping Misty Brae 
develop a good sound herd. 
“Having efficient cows that can convert 
feed into milk, butterfat and protein 
contributes enormously,” Gino said.
Many of their breeding decisions have 
been focused on improving cow capacity, 
strength, feet and legs, udders and rumps 
and maintaining consistency in their herd. 
“Having a good sound rump structure 
is the main driver in cow functionality. A 
sound wide rump structure leads to correct 
feet and legs and will provide ample room 
for a high wide udder necessary for highly 
productive Holstein cows,” Gino said. 
the Pacitti sons, Ashley and Andrew, 
along with past and present employees 
have been central to achieving the Master 
Breeder Award. “it’s been a team effort of all 
those involved along the way,” Gino said.

the Master Breeder was always Mandy’s 
goal. “i wanted recognition for Gino, for 
all of his hard work and years of excellent 
breeding,” Mandy said.
Mandy has made her own mark on the 
business, rearing calves and balancing the 
books and while raising two sons. 
“she’s been a huge support to the business 
and our family and she has flourished in 
the dairy community,” Gino said.
He said the future of Misty Brae looks 
bright in the coming years with Andrew 
being personally interested in breeding 
genetics, maintaining there is always room 
for improvement. 
With the changing of the guard, Andrew 
has given careful consideration to the 
cost of calf-rearing; calculating the exact 
amount of female calves which need to be 
reared each year with plans in place to use 
sexed semen to selectively breed the top 
end of the herd. 
Mandy said, “We are all very honoured 
and proud we’ve managed to accomplish 
Master Breeder status. it has been a team 
effort and we hope the entire family take 
ownership of their contributions”. HJ

Gino and Mandy Pacitti.
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Owner Prefix location rank Profit (BPi) Average BPi

wagner G Rengaw Bridport 1 264

DiCkSon BJ & Jl Emu Banks Terang 2 258

winTER Bl winaview warragul South 3 252

kiTCHEn FARMS Carenda Boyanup 4 251

SPRunT RG kaarmona kaarimba 5 239

AnDERSon wR & Bl Bundalong kongwak 6 234

HEnRY Tw & TC wilara Tinamba 7 230

iRElAnD JARED & CouRTnEY Redmaw lockington 8 229

liSTER CRAiG A Calister Calivil 9 227

HoEY DM & l Beulah Park wonthaggi 10 226

GlEESon JonATHon Gleestar Tarrone 11 224

HoGG Al & JM Adlejama Biggara 12 221

ECClES AT & wJ Purnim Purnim 13 200

FRASER C E Aruna Vale waitpinga 14 198

PEkin JG & kM kinlora kolora 15 197

JElBART DAiRiES PTY lTD Jelbart leongatha South 16 195

PERRY CATTlE PTY lTD Thapsus Cooriemungle 16 195

lillico JM & V Hindlee Smithton 17 190

wHiTE kl & DM & Rl Dilee leongatha South 17 190

HollowAY iD & AM Gundowring Gundowring 18 186

RoCkwEllA FARM - HuRREll Rockwella Farm Yankalilla 19 183

FullERTon P & J Daybreaker nirranda South 20 182

top Holstein australia Member Herds (Bpi$)

top Holstein australia Member Herds (HWi)

Owner Prefix location rank Profit (BPi) Average BPi

winTER Bl winaview warragul South 1 256

wagner G Rengaw Bridport 2 253

kiTCHEn FARMS Carenda Boyanup 3 238

DiCkSon BJ & Jl Emu Banks Terang 4 234

FRASER C E Aruna Vale waitpinga 4 234

GlEESon JonATHon Gleestar Tarrone 5 231

AnDERSon wR & Bl Bundalong kongwak 6 225

iRElAnD JARED & CouRTnEY Redmaw lockington 7 224

liSTER CRAiG A Calister Calivil 8 212

SPRunT RG kaarmona kaarimba 9 211

JElBART DAiRiES PTY lTD Jelbart leongatha South 10 205

FullERTon P & J Daybreaker nirranda South 11 198

HEnRY Tw & TC wilara Tinamba 12 197

PERRY CATTlE PTY lTD Thapsus Cooriemungle 13 196

DonoVAnS DAiRYinG Co. Donovans wye 14 195

HoEY DM & l Beulah Park wonthaggi 15 187

RoCkwEllA FARM - HuRREll Rockwella Farm Yankalilla 16 184

lillico JM & V Hindlee Smithton 17 179

ECClES AT & wJ Purnim Purnim 18 178

PEkin JG & kM kinlora kolora 19 172

wHiTE kl & DM & Rl Dilee leongatha South 19 172

HollowAY iD & AM Gundowring Gundowring 19 172

HuiTSon MB & lG kelbro kernot 20 171

aBvs – april 2022



Genetics Australia Breeding better Australian herds

BRINGING YOU THE 
VERY BEST IN WORLD
CLASS GENETICS

*Order 100+ units of any combination from within each package and only pay $24.00 for the ‘Premium Offer’ sires or only $20.00 for the ‘Prime Offer’ sires.
Offer is subject to semen availability and prices are quoted exclusive of GST. Full details are available at www.genaust.com.au

ORDER 100+ UNITS OF ANY COMBINATION FOR  $24.00  per unit*
PREMIUM OFFER

ORDER 100+ UNITS OF ANY COMBINATION FOR  $20.00  per unit*
PRIME OFFER

CFP PP RC RRP $28.00 

BPI +467

AUTOBOT P RRP $22.00 

BPI +481

VARLEY RRP $26.00 

BPI +486

CINDERMAN RRP $24.00 

BPI +508

TIRANO RRP $26.00 

BPI +475

SONDALO RRP $24.00 

BPI +494

HERMES RRP $32.00  

BPI +490

SUPERDAVE RRP $24.00  

BPI +360

SUPERPOWER RRP $24.00 

BPI +454

TALKING RRP $24.00 

BPI +503

 REDGATE RRP $26.00 

BPI +445

MERYLA RRP $22.00 

BPI +381

SIRE, REDCARPET
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Genomics drives genetic gain
The top Holstein bulls in DataGene’s April release of Australian 
Breeding Values (ABVs) have a Balanced Performance Index of 
more than 550 – double that of flagship bulls a decade ago.
Holstein bulls that previously sat atop industry indices have 
been overtaken by modern sires over a period of unprecedented 
rate of genetic gain (see graph), fueled strongly by the 
introduction of genomics. 
Genomic testing of bulls was rapidly adopted when it first 
became available in Australia in 2011. Today, more than 95% of 
Holstein bulls registered for AI in Australia are genotyped.
While genomic testing of Australian dairy females was slower 
to take off, numbers have increased rapidly in the past couple 
of years. Health traits such as survival and fertility underpin 
Australia’s latest crop of elite young Holstein females.
As the industry’s next bull mothers, these elite heifers embody 
the vital traits affecting longevity, welfare and milk quality that 
Australian farmers need to run profitable modern businesses.
Some of these females also have Balanced Performance 
Indexes (BPI) of more than 500.
Australia’s elite BPI females score up to 116 for survival and 
average 110. This means the average animal in this group is 
10-points higher than the average Australian Holstein female. 
It’s a similar story for fertility with the average Daughter Fertility 
ABV of nation’s top 200 genomically tested Holstein heifers 
sitting at 113.
The sons of these elite cows have a much greater chance of 
transmitting superior fertility to their daughters meaning means 
we will continue to breed the profitable and healthy cows we 
need for the future.”

30 year trends – rate of genetic gain.

Toora, Victoria, Holstein breeder Mitchell Jones loves the consistency 
of ABS JERONIMO-P daughters. His family have two of the highest-
ranking JERONIMO-P genomic females in their 700 cow herd.

ABS sires proving their worth
Australian dairy farmers are jumping at the chance to breed 
from the country’s best true polled – homozygous – Holstein 
sire, with semen selling out before he’s released.
The popularity of ABS young sire TTM ELLIS-PP comes as the 
No. 1 proven Holstein sire, ABS JERONIMO-P, continues at the 
top of the recent Australian Breeding Values (ABV) rankings.
JERONIMO-P, with a Balanced Performance Index (BPI) of 535, 
has sired 28% of Australia’s top 100 dairy females.
For ABS Australia’s Business Operations Manager Bruce 
Ronalds, confirmation of JERONIMO-P’s dominance is proof of 
the strong health and production traits he’s delivering on-farm.
“JERONIMO-P is all about reliability, stability and profitability. 
He’s retained his top spot with 288 daughters milking in 
Australian herds and the addition of 33 daughters to his proof 
since last year,” Mr Ronalds said.
Toora, Victoria breeder Mitchell Jones and his family are milking 
three of the top females sired by JERONIMO-P. These include 
the No. 1 genomic female V4 Jernimy at 578 BPI and No. 7 V2 
Jeronimo Tiffany (527 BPI). These daughters have Production 
Indexes (PI) in the top 3% of the Jones’ Cypress Grove Holstein 
herd. As 2-year-olds, they classified 82 points.
“These are full sisters, and they are all high, it’s consistent,” Mr 
Jones said. “It means we know what they are going to produce. 
We can rely on the fact they are going to look after us in our 
pocket. It also shows the efficiency that whatever you can feed 
them they are going to return.”
JERONIMO-P and long-standing top 10 proven Holstein 
Rosylane-LLC SPOCK are industry favourite sires, but Mr 
Ronalds said new young genomic bulls such as Bomaz WATSON 
and Bomaz WISTERIA also stack up well in Australian conditions.
Z-Happy WINTERFELL (a Holstein bull that entered the Australia 
market last year at just less than 500 BPI) sons, WATSON is 
third on the ABV genomic list at 534 BPI and WISTERIA is fourth 
at 531 BPI. ABS also has the number seven ABV genomic bull 
Pine-Tree Denovo ALEO at 517 BPI.
“Using the latest technology to source the best up-and-coming 
sires, while chasing milk records of daughters to develop proven 
bull proofs, is how ABS ensures it offers farmers quality and 
diversity for their breeding programs.”
More information: Bruce Ronalds, email: bruce.ronalds@
genusplc.com, 0427 826 054

✔
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Alta’s proven genomic stars
Alta Australia has had an outstanding result with 30% of the  
Top 10 Proven BPI sires.
At No. 2, ALTALAWSON (ALTAROBSON) has continued to impress; 
his 537 BPI combines the breed’s Top ASI bull at 327, with 
breed-leading deviations plus a balance of health and fertility, 
and improved calving ease.
At No. 6, ALTAAROLDIS (ALTAROBSON) with a BPI 509 and 
impressive 271 ASI, with 90 Australian milking daughters, 
shows a superior balance of production with type and is the 
outstanding feet improver of the Top 50 at 108.
No. 8 is ALTANIXIE (ALTAROBSON) with a BPI of 505 rounds out 
the Top 10 for Alta, with an ASI of 291 and a Fat Deviation of 
+1.04% combined with Type 105 and Udders 108 makes him a 
special combination within the industry. 
Also of note:
No.11 ALTATBAY with BPI 483 has the ability to transmit large 
milk with increased components.
No.16 ALTACURRY with BPI 470 has been Alta’s conception and 
heifer-friendly bull, with added fertility at No. 9 HWI (502).
No.18 ALTATIGRE with BPI 469 has proven daughter fertility of 
118, which places him at No. 3 HWI bull (523).
The next generation is headed by:
ALTAREGULUS (ALTAZAZZLE ) with a BPI of 506 again combines 
outstanding production with emphisus of fat and protein 
percentage. He continues the influence of ALTAZAZZLE who was 
lost to the industry too soon.
ALTAYODEL (ALTAEXPECT) with a BPI of 504 continues to be one 
of the breed’s highest component improver bulls. He continues to 
improve the front end (muzzle width 106 and chest width 106), 
combining with Daughter Fertility (114) and Calving Ease (103).
ALTAFLASHBACK with a BPI 495 is another bull with an exciting 
future he has an overall type of 109 and Udders 108 places he 
at the top of the tree for Production combined with Type, makes 
him the bull of form and function.
ALTATOOHOT (ALTAHOTROD) has become Australia’s No. 10 type 
sire at 110 for type and 111 for udders, with a BPI of 388.
Alta Australia has a bull team for every dairy farmer’s 
requirements. Get in touch with your local Alta Genetics adviser 
and discuss your plan for your farm future success.
More information: australia.altagenetics.com

BOLTI-P: 
Highest 
Australian BPI 
polled sire.

AgriGene releases new A2A2 sire
Agri-Gene is excited with the release of a new Australian A2A2 
Polled sire BOLTI-P. With a BPI of +514 that puts him in rare air 
among A2A2 polled sires. BOLTI-P is the ultimate ‘box ticker’, A2, 
polled, positive components, calving ease, fertility and functional 
type.
From the US daughter proven US stalwarts such as DELTA-
LAMBDA and CHIEF confirm their status as two of the most 
popular breeder bulls of the current modern-day sires. However, 
what was just as pleasing for Agri-Gene’s Holstein line-up was 
the release of several exciting new bulls for 2022.
King-Ransom Dynasty is our highest TPI sire and one of the 
few in breed over 3000 TPI and over 400 BPI in Australia. Agri-
Gene was able to secure a shipment of early release semen 
into Australia before he was released to any other country in the 
world.
A son from the famous ‘D’ family at Kings-Ransom; DYNASTY has 
the ideal combination of type, production and health traits and 
has been used extensively as a sire of sons by Blondin Sires.
Calori-D CRS tropic MAESTRO is an A2A2 Tropic son from 
generations of VG+EX cows who is our leading SCR sire with a 
HUGE +2.9 SCR, this should see him become popular in SEXED 
semen programs when combined with over 1000 lbs Milk, 120 
lbs CFP and his ideal Type and Udder traits. He is a Calving Ease 
sire who will lengthen teats and slope rumps.
BLACK RUM PP would have to be one of the most anticipated 
new release Homo Polled, A2 sires for many years. Demand 
will be high for BLACK RUM PP from breeders chasing polled 
genetics they can use without sacrificing their breeding 
objectives. With a sire stack of Mirand X Bandares X Rubican 
he offers solid production and health traits with a near faultless 
linear.
REBELL offers a high type outcross alternative for red breeders 
with a pedigree backed by II generations of VG and EX without 
any Apple genetics.
SJK HELIUM is the A2, calving ease, sexed4M that the industry 
has been searching for. Ideal for heifer programs he is a no-
holes bull; over +2800 TPI and +450 BPI, moderate stature 
with strength, black, A2A2, easy calving, positive DPR, positive 
components, he improves cell counts and will extend productive 
life in your herd.
More information: www.agrigene.com.au AltaYodel.
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New bulls and new opportunities
April ABVs have delivered great results for Genetics Australia 
bulls with a bull for every breeding goal and every breed, 
according to CEO Anthony Shelly. 
“We will continue to invest in the best genetics available to 
us and there isn’t a source of genetics around the world that 
cannot be ranked on the Australian system,” he said. 
“Breeding the best to the best has paid dividends and the rapid 
gains made through the use of genomics can clearly be seen in 
the Holstein tables released by DataGene.”
Mr Shelly said GA’s program had delivered some very nice 
daughter proven results. These include Holstein sires FEDORA 
(476 BPI) with an exceptionally balanced proof with highlights 
across his production, conformation, survival and mastitis 
resistance. SUPERPOWER (454 BPI) has received his first 
daughter proven breeding value and will deliver profitable and 
robust cows with tremendous production and strength traits. 
SUPERDAVE (533 BPIg) has added his first milking daughter and 
is now the go to production specialist at 321 ASI.
The number one ranked BPI Holstein Genomic sire is again 
TOMMYDEE 556 BPIg, TOMMYDEE is bred in the competitive 
herd owned John and Vicki Lillico in north-west Tasmania. Sired 
by GA genomic sire ENDGAME (449 BPIg), he descends from the 
Hindlee ‘Royal’ cow family and offers top ABVs for Calving Ease 
104, Survival 110, Mastitis Resistance 112 and Daughter Fertility 
113. 
Other Holstein young genomic bulls joining the team include 
DECIPHER (Letsgo x Wrangler) 485 BPIg, JOVIAL (Silverline x 
Perseus) 452 BPIg, REDGATE 445 BPIg (Redcarpet x Superhero) 
and CASHOLIVER (Nacash x Fedora) at 472 BPIg. 
Mr Shelly said the April 2022 bull team was stronger than ever. 
“Now with genomics contributing to each breed, the future of 
local standing bulls has never been brighter,” he said. “We have 
been at the forefront of genomics in Australia for many years 
now and have available from our 2022 teams the number one 
genomic Holstein TOMMYDEE.
“Demand on young bulls both in Australia and internationally 
as well as the use of sexed semen has never been greater, so I 
encourage all farmers breeding cows in the coming months to 
order early to avoid disappointment.”
More information: genaust.com.au

Leading BPI sires from Semex
Progenesis Polaris remains No. 2 BPI genomic sire in Australia 
at +551. Polaris has gained popularity since his release in 
December for his leading BPI combination of production, type, 
health traits and outcross pedigree. At +213 ASI, +335 Milk L 
with a high +58 Fat kg, +0.63 Fat %, an impressive +109 Overall 
Type, +108 Mammary System and +111 Daughter Fertility. 
Westcoast Perseus ranks at No. 3 with +469 BPI and confirms 
his status as one of the elite BPI proven sires available. Perseus 
daughters are lower in stature and display well-attached udders 
with a strong ligament. An A2A2 sire and Calving Ease specialist 
at +104 Calving Ease with 99% Reliability, Perseus will continue 
to be popular Semexx™ sexed semen sire and heifer mating 
option. 
Kings-Ransom Dropbox is an anticipated addition to our line-up! 
Sired by AOT Highjump and backed by a deep, high classification 
USA pedigree from Kings-Ransom, his dam is an EX-91-USA 
Casper x EX-92-USA Delta x EX-94-USA Doorman x EX-94-USA 
Dorcy followed by another 10 generations of VG or EX dams. 
Ranking at #8 BPI genomic Holstein at +516 BPIg with +538 
HWI, high components +0.28 Protein %, +0.45 Fat %, +115 
Daughter Fertility, +101 Overall Type and +107 Mammary 
System. Adding to his attractive BPI profile is Dropbox’s TPI 
linear and type scores of +3.10 PTAT, +3.00 UDC with +3.61 
Fore Attachment, +4.36 Rear Udder Height and +4.13 Rear 
Udder Width. Combining A2A2, deep pedigree, high BPI ranking 
and strong TPI type proof, Dropbox will make an appealing 
option for many breeders this Autumn. 
Progenesis Puertorico will demand the attention from breeders 
looking for an A2A2, outcross pedigree, calving ease and 
short gestation sire with a high +493 BPIg and +249 ASI. 
An AltaZazzle x AltaCabot x Fabulous gives the option to use 
Puerortico over many of the current BPI pedigrees. Predicted 
to sire highly productive daughters, +173 Milk L, +24 Protein 
Kg, +0.36% Protein, +51 Fat kg and +0.63% Fat. Daughters will 
be predominately black in colour, lower stature +97 with +101 
Chest Width and an ideal heifer mating option at +104 Calving 
Ease. Transferring to -9 days short for gestation length makes 
Puertorico an option to use towards the end of joining to tighten 
the calving period. 
More information: www.semex.com.au

TOMMYDEE Progenesis Polaris
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STG’s Fondoo: daughter proven  
– a22, type, mammary, fertility & milk
Fondoo’s breakthrough as a breed elite daughter proven bull 
has established strong interest for this industry leading sire. 
Milk volume is a stand out – with breed leading levels for milk 
volume in Australia on BPI at 1245 litres and within the North 
American genetic systems at an extreme 2313 lbs on TPI adding 
to this bull’s profile. 
Within the genomic sphere of genetic development, the 
confirmation of daughter performance adds to the confidence in 
using this breed leading sire.
To also achieve high standards for Australian Type at 106 
and Mammary at 110, which aligns Fondoo with daughter 
consistency, he presents additional confidence in generating 
high producing daughters with consistent, high level “eye 
appeal”
And then we combine daughter fertility confidence, positive teat 
length and rumps, shorter gestation and A22, the Fondoo story 
is complete. 
The proof is in the delivery – consistent Fondoo daughters 
delivered with confidence.
The Thomson family from Fish Creek are currently milking 13 
Fon Doo daughters and comment also on his consistency. 
“Overall Fon Doo would be the best All Rounder bull we have 
ever used. He ticks all the boxes for farmer likeability, high milk 
flow and very uniform daughters. With short teats becoming an 
issue it is pleasing that they all have excellent teat length. We 
were very pleased when 12 of the 13 Fon Doo daughters got 
straight back in calf.” Peter, Helen & Michael Thomson, Fish 
Creek
Fondoo – standing in Australia and readily available in UltraPlus 
sex sorted semen – fresh and frozen.
More information: stgenetics.com.au

An epic year ahead for TLG
The April 2022 proof run has seen TLG’S latest Australian 
standing genomic sires introduced to the dairy world. This 
season’s line-up promises to have an option for all Australian 
dairy farmers no matter what farming system they are operating. 
TLGEPIC-P (2020 / Luster-P / Duke). 
Demand for EPIC is already strong for fresh sexed programs 
for this Australian standing sire. He is an A22, single polled 
carrier with a strong positive linear. His BPI of 450 and GTPI 
+2875 coupled with excellent type at +2.14 PTAT and Mammary 
scores of +2.17 UDC you can be confident he will create stylish, 
functional daughters. A score of 103 for calving ease also 
makes him ideally suited to Maiden heifer programs. Early 
orders for this bull will be a must.
TLGCARTEL (Redcarpet / Balisto / Numero Uno) 
With a BPI of 445 and a very balanced linear proof that is hard 
to come by, this A22 sire is already proving to be popular. With 
Overall Type 112 and Mammary score of 105 combined with 
104 for Calving Ease and 113 for Daughter Fertility you will be 
hard pressed to find a better all-round option.
TLGLEITH-P (Nacash / Polar / Duke) 
LEITH is another A22 sire with a very balanced linear profile. 
Delivering positive milk flow, wide sloped rumps, extreme 
Daughter Fertility at 116 and lengthening teats provides plenty 
of reasons to use this sire in your autumn joining period.
TLGLENN-P (CFP / Delta / Zipit)
With a BPI of 480, an ASI of 222 and Overall Type and 
Mammary Scores of 105 and 107, LENN offers a fantastic 
combination of production and type. He is A22 and carries a 
single polled gene to round out an exceptional proof.
All these exciting young sires are currently in production and are 
available in conventional and sex sorted semen, both frozen and 
fresh.
More information: tlg.com.au

A group of Fondoo daughters at P, H & M Thomson,  Fish Creek. TLGCARTEL
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Daughter proofs are still key at WWS
Two new proven graduates with full Australian proof arrived 
in the Top 10 proven bulls: SANDOR +425BPI at No. 6 
and HUMBLENKIND +414BPI at #8. SANDOR has been a 
great strength option coming in at +104 Chest Width, and 
HUMBLENKIND always been a favorite for udders at 108. 
GRIFF, BIGHIT-P and JEDI all still rank in the top 40 bulls. 
What is most exciting about the April proofs at WWS is the fact 
the #1 BPI active bull in Australia FREEBORN at +557BP, and 
the #1 HWI bull in the breed at +567HWI, whose evaluation 
includes 1,730 milking daughters in the US already. This A2 BB 
bull is a son of former #1 BPI sire Bandares. FREEBORN brings 
moderate milk with high components, impressive workability 
traits, but really stands out when it comes to management 
traits, +192 Cell Count, +112 Mastitis Resistance, +112 
Survival, +111 Daughter Fertility, and comforting calving traits 
of -2 Gestation Length and +100 Calving Ease.
A bull whose August publishable proof we eagerly await is 
WIGGINS, with 46 daughters in 13 herds for production, 29 
classified daughters and 39 daughters already scored for 
workability in 10 herds. 
Why are we so excited about WIGGINS? The answer is simple, 
he brings some traits to the table that many Australian farmers 
are asking for, +109 Teat Length, +102 Calving Ease with -9 
Gestation Length, +103 Chest Width. With added bonuses of 
+35kg of protein which would see only one bull in the top 40 
proven bulls higher, he adds milk volume, from long lasting cows 
(+112 Survival) and cows that handle Mastitis well (+185 Cell 
Count & +105 Mastitis Resistance).
No bulls are freaks, they all have a reason for being great, 
WIGGINS is no exception, by a former high-ranking sire in 
Supershot, his granddam was Co-Vista Robust Riley EX-90, and 
behind her see bulls like Goldwyn, Shottle, Ito, Emory then the 
world’s most dominate brood cow, Snow-N Denises Dellia EX-95.
WWS in Australia and globally are committed to providing proven 
bulls that stand the test of time, we only achieve this by actual 
data, genomics will only ever be a part of the solution, but cows 
milking in herds making happy farmers is what really counts and 
keeps us and our farmer owners in business.
More information: wwsaustralia.com

More than outcross
VikingGenetics has sold semen for fertile, healthy, productive 
and long-lasting Holstein cattle for more than a decade. On 
that front, nothing has changed. Those that use the Nordic 
evaluation system (NTM) already have these cows in their herds 
and know the benefits. 
Of recent years we have worked hard to supply the information 
DataGene requires to show our bulls with a more accurate 
ranking for these important traits, and the overall BPI & HWI. 
The Australian and Nordic evaluations are both sources of high-
quality information on which breeders can base their decisions.
VH Ascari is the #6 Genomic BPI sire at 521 while also the #4 
active HWI sire at 570. No other sire has this amazing dual ranking! 
Management and conformation are excellent, his production is 
high for milk volume and solids (% and kg’s). Combined with calving 
ease for heifers and daughter fertility at 118 ... it’s hard to ignore 
him. A22 and BB. Available sexed and conventional.
VH Baford is the #3 HWI bull in the Good Bulls Guide and pairs 
this with a BPI of 471. Moderate stature with added strength, 
his good uddered daughters will benefit from a Daughter Fertility 
ABV of 118. But beyond these benefits, he has an extraordinary 
Feed Saved ABV of 158. There is no other bull available that 
compares to VH Baford for BPI, HWI, production with real feed 
efficiency. Use VH Baford to breed the cows the industry needs 
for the future. A22 and calving ease, sexed and conventional.
VH Klim offers outcross pedigree with BPI of 469. A strong 
type profile (OT 109, Mammary 102) matched with powerful 
production (ASI 252). A22 and BB, VH Klim will solve inbreeding 
issues without compromising performance.
VH Nader was initially selected for his NTM performance but has 
now revealed BPI 457 and HWI 476. A22, BB, calving ease, type 
strength, production and outcross.
VH Skovly P delivers a poll gene, A22, BB and Daughter Fertility 
of 113 with production litres, component % and F+P of 55kg. 
BPI 454 and HWI 461.
VH Heat PP is one of only a few homozygous polled bulls that 
are A22, BB, calving ease and deliver the Daughter Fertility 
(115) that you expect from VikingGenetics.
More information: vikinggenetics.com.au

VH Ascari (VH 
Alberta)
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classification tour results  
10/2/2022 to 5/5/2022
Central & Western NsW
GAVANA HOlstEiNs
EX-90-1E Glenalbas windbrook Focus-MFF-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 4 lact.

south Coast & tablelands, NsW
MurriBrOOK HOlstEiNs PtY ltD
VG86 Murribrook Doorman Clarity-ET-CnF-DPF-BlF 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Murribrook Diamond Pride 1l 2.7Y
VG85 Murribrook Diamond Tango 1l 2.9Y
VG85 Murribrook Doorman Valentina 1l 2.8Y
VG85 Murribrook Doormnan Cabernet 1l 2.10Y
VG85 Murribrook unix lilac 1l 2.7Y

Burnett, Queensland
i C & C J sCOtt
EX-91-2E Gleneriffe Static Bella 4 lact.
EX-90-1E Gleneriffe neddy Coral 4 lact.
VG86 Gleneriffe Dynamo Barbie 1l 2.11Y
VG85 Gleneriffe Doorman Regina 1l 2.2Y
VG85 Gleneriffe Dynamo Bobbie 1l 2.10Y

Moreton, Queensland
G s & r W tEEsE
EX-92-3E Glencrest Strauss Fanny 7 lact.
EX-91-2E Glencrest norman 841 7 lact.
EX-90-1E Glencrest norman 1010 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Glencrest Reginald 938-MFF-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 6 lact.
VG85 Glencrest Goldenray 1298 1l 2.10Y

Fleurieu & Central sA
GlENuNGA PrOPriEtOrs
EX-92-2E Glenunga Medallion Buttergun 5 lact.
EX-91-5E Glenunga Beacon Helena 7 lact.
EX-90-1E Glenunga Black Silver 6 lact.
VG85 Glenunga Solomon Giselle 1l 3.1Y
VG85 Glenunga Zion Butterjoy 1l 3.2Y

B r & M J HAEBiCH
EX-90-1E Glenorleigh Jack Morrisa 6 lact.

PriME sA
EX-90-2E Jervois Aftershock winnie 3rd 6 lact.
EX-90-2E Jervois Moonwalk ursula 7 lact.

D r & E D ZWECK
EX-91-1E Gumview Topshot Constance 7 lact.

south-Eastern sA
BENlArGO HOlstEiNs
EX-91-3E Benlargo windy Galour 5 lact.
EX-91-2E Benlargo Bolton Sue 7 lact.

FANtAsiA PAstOrAl CO P/l
EX-93-3E Fantasia Goldfish Elaine 6 lact.
EX-91-1E Fantasia Braxton lisa 6 lact.
EX-91-2E Fantasia Augusta Quail 8 lact.
EX-91-2E Fantasia Baxter Rachel 6 lact.
EX-91-2E Fantasia Fever Diane 2nd 5 lact.
EX-91-2E Fantasia Tbo kuppa 8 lact.
EX-90-1E Fantasia Baxter Grace 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Fantasia Guthrie Diane 8 lact.

EX-90-1E Fantasia Pitbull Pickme 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Fantasia Potsy Cupid 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Fantasia Rabo Eve 4 lact.
EX-90-1E Fantasia Scoobydo Cupid 8 lact.
EX-90-3E Fantasia Elijah krush 7 lact.
EX-90-2E Fantasia Baxter Bronwyn 5 lact.
EX-90-2E warramont Mascalese Franchise-ET 5 lact.

t E & K A HENNiNGsEN
EX-90-2E Teka Mail Flora 5 lact.

PYElANDA PArtNErs
EX-90-1E Pyelanda Sanchez Maecy 7 lact.

WEstDAMA HOlstEiNs
EX-90-1E westdama Mendel Pixieanna 11 lact.
EX-90-1E westdama Proxy lady-Po 3 lact.
EX-90-1E westdama Spike Damina 7 lact.

tasmania
G W & B J CArPENtEr & FAMilY
EX-93-3E Garerley Showman Jamie 2-MFF-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 6 lact.
EX-91-3E Murribrook windhammer Candace-ET 7 lact.
EX-90-1E Garerley Freeze Cloverleaf 3 lact.
EX-90-1E Garerley Gee Jay Justina 4 lact.
EX-90-2E Garerley loaded Tora 5 lact.
EX-90-2E Garerley Redesign Christy 8 lact.

FAirVAlE HOlstEiNs
EX-91-3E Fairvale windbrook Josie 90 5 lact.
EX-91-2E Fairvale Goldchip Melody 798 4 lact.
EX-90-1E Fairvale Solomon Butter 336 3 lact.
EX-90-1E Fairvale Solomon Farwina 64 3 lact.
EX-90-3E Fairvale Shottle Butter 193 7 lact.
EX-90-2E Fairvale Damion Josie 60-ET 7 lact.
EX-90-2E Fairvale Dempsey Josie 99 6 lact.
VG85 Fairvale Gl Melody 899 1l 2.11Y
VG85 Fairvale Highoctane Butter 410 1l 3.4Y
VG85 Fairvale Solomon Butter 403 1l 3.6Y
VG85 Fairvale Solomon Josie 217 1l 3.0Y
VG85 Fairvale Solomon Josie 219 1l 2.11Y
VG85 Fairvale Solomon Shamrock 39 1l 2.11Y

M J & J M WilliAMsON
EX-90-1E Humevale Park Guthrie Browngirl 2nd 4 lact.

North-Western Victoria
MAtHEW DENNis & AllEN & lOis DENNis
EX-90-2E Avonlea Solomon Breana 4 lact.
VG85 Yonks Park Absolute lipgloss-RED 1l 3.5Y
VG85 Yonks Park Emilio Betty 1l 3.6Y
VG85 Yonks Park Jacot Elle-RED 1l 2.11Y

ElMAr HOlstEiNs
EX-91-3E Elmar Contender Josephine 2-ET-RED 9 lact.
EX-91-3E Elmar Guthrie Josephine 5-CnF-DPF-BlF 5 lact.
EX-91-3E Hillview Park Alicia Maida 6 lact.
EX-91-2E Elmar Dorcy Jennie 4 lact.
EX-90-1E Elmar Bolton Josephine 15 7 lact.
EX-90-1E Elmar Crush Jessica 3-ET 3 lact.
EX-90-1E Elmar Dazzler Josephine 8 lact.
EX-90-1E Elmar Stanleycup Jessica-ET 7 lact.
EX-90-1E Elmar Tko Folland 7 lact.

EX-90-1E Elmar Zelgardis Josephine 3 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Somerelle windhammer Sunsky 5 lact.
EX-90-5E Elmar Goldo Farlex 3 9 lact.
VG87 Elmar 1stgrade Maida 4422 1l 2.8Y
VG86 Elmar Mirand Josephine 4441-Po 1l 2.7Y
VG86 Elmar Mirand Serenade 4442-Po 1l 2.5Y
VG85 Elmar 1stgrade Midge 4414 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Elmar Berlu Midge 4385 1l 2.7Y
VG85 Elmar Chief Farlex 4321 1l 2.11Y
VG85 Elmar Chief Giddy 4429 1l 2.5Y
VG85 Elmar Chief Maida 4329 1l 2.11Y
VG85 Elmar Highoctane Josephine 4359 1l 2.10Y
VG85 Elmar Mirand Farwina 4465-Twin-Po 1l 2.4Y
VG85 Elmar Mirand Josephine 4432-Po 1l 2.5Y
VG85 Elmar Samite Jessica 4463 1l 2.2Y

ElMAr HOlstEiNs & r J, l E & M r BlACKBurN
EX-91-1E netherwood Damion Connie-ET 9 lact.

JArED & COurtNEY irElAND
VG85 Redmaw Mvp Shauna 2479-PF-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 1l 3.0Y

Northern Victoria
J & M sHANNON PAstOrAl COMPANY PtY ltD
EX-90-1E willette Atwood Alsion 2-ET-MFF-CnF- 
 DPF-XiF-BlF 3 lact.

H J WilliAMsON
EX-91-3E Heritage Grove Circuit Marylou 6 lact.
EX-91-2E Panatana Pleasure Shamrock-RED-CnF-DPF-BlF 6 lact.

south Gippsland, Victoria
W r & B G ANDErsON
EX-92-3E Bundalong wyman Golden-ET-CnF-DPF-BlF 7 lact.
EX-90-4E Bundalong Palermo waves 34 8 lact.
EX-90-3E Bundalong Firstclass Jennifer 3452-ET 5 lact.
VG85 Bundalong kingdoc Cosmopolitan 3754-ET- 
 CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 1l 3.6Y

l G & l A & t C CAlDEr
EX-92-1E Elmar Solomon Jessica 7-ET-CnF-DPF-BlF 3 lact.
EX-91-2E Calderlea Goldwyn Telula-ET 7 lact.
EX-91-2E Calderlea Steady Starbright 5 lact.
EX-91-2E Calderlea windbrook Maria-iMP-ET 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Calderlea Doorman Alberta-iMP-ET 3 lact.
EX-90-1E Calderlea Freedom Gladys-CnF-DPF-BlF 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Calderlea lavanguard navy-CnF-DPF-BlF 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Calderlea Rover nadia 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Calderlea Trader Tina 4 lact.
EX-90-2E Calderlea Reginald Butterfly-CnF-DPF-BlF 5 lact.

l G & l A & t C CAlDEr & A J & s D MACKiE
EX-91-2E Burn-Brae Reginald Maiden 6 lact.

MitCHEll A ClArK
EX-90-1E Hatali Guthrie linda 813 3 lact.
EX-90-1E nerrena Park Reginald Tandia 6 lact.

t J & J E ClArK
EX-91-1E Sandara Talent Tracey 4 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Harklaje Daryl Deanne 4 lact.
EX-90-4E Fairvale Fever Repa 56 6 lact.
EX-90-2E Harklaje Reginald Tamazin 8 lact.
VG85 Harklaje Akyol Trina-RED 1l 2.10Y
VG85 Harklaje uno Belle 1l 2.7Y

JONEs FAMilY
EX-90-1E kemi-kahe n28 6 lact.
EX-90-2E Belmont Smokin Paulette 8 lact.
EX-90-2E kemi-kahe n09-RED 5 lact.
EX-90-2E kemi-kahe n79-Twin-RED 7 lact.
EX-90-2E kemi-kahe P47 6 lact.
VG85 Cypress Grove V31 kimball Sunrise 1l 2.9Y

classiFication
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VG85 Cypress Grove V47 Presslide Tabaret-ET 1l 2.8Y
VG85 Elmar lambda Jessica 4404-ET-CnF-DPF-BlF 1l 2.6Y

BrEtt & EriN KEllY
EX-90-1E kelbro Activator April 5 lact.

W B & F G & B A lOuGHriDGE
VG85 Tamscott Alta Roble 6199 1l 2.7Y
VG85 Tamscott Einstein 6256 1l 2.8Y
VG85 Tamscott First 6264 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Tamscott king Doc 6247 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Tamscott king Doc 6257 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Tamscott Seaglass 6197 1l 2.9Y

HAYDEN & rACHEl NEED
EX-90-1E Hazel oaks Monterey Vaughan 2487 4 lact.
VG85 Hazel oaks Tactic Rachel 2732 1l 2.7Y

NErrENA HOlstEiNs
EX-90-2E Jaguar Classic Rose 1-ET-RED 7 lact.

P G PriCE
EX-92-2E Town-View Carson Matti 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Town-View lauthority waffle 6 lact.

JustiN stAlEY & JONEs FAMilY
EX-91-4E Eclipse Roumare G Susa 2-ET 8 lact.

WAlKErBrAE AustrAliA
EX-90-1E walkerbrae Alonzo Toni 3 lact.
EX-90-3E Sandara Talent Connie 7 7 lact.
EX-90-2E walkerbrae utah Trixie 4 lact.

West Gippsland, Victoria
D & C ArMstrONG
EX-91-3E Taraglen Fever loretto-ET 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Taraglen Meridian Deanne 3 lact.
EX-90-2E Taraglen Gillete laveda-ET 6 lact.
EX-90-2E Thornhill Creek Sanchez Quality 3743-ET 7 lact.
VG86 Taraglen Doc Tiffany 1l 2.11Y

JArrAH HOlstEiNs
EX-90-1E Jarrah Goldsun Betty 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Jarrah Shottle Betty 3 7 lact.
EX-90-1E Jarrah Shottle Freckle 8 lact.
EX-90-2E Creswick Atwood Fringe 7 lact.
EX-90-2E Jarrah Aftershock Freckle 4 lact.

K J & J G lAWrENCE
VG85 Addingwood Mvp lisa 1l 2.7Y

MAJEstiC
EX-91-2E Majestic Mj Delight 5 lact.

MuNDEN FArMs HOlstEiNs
EX-90-1E Dryfield Talent Peach 5 lact.
VG85 Dryfield Dempsey Chrissy 1l 2.5Y

ADAM J NElsON
EX-92-2E Ryanna Sanchez Topsy-ET 9 lact.

MAttHEW rOBErtsON
VG85 Redholme Chill Dream 1l 3.10Y

trOY sMEtHurst
EX-90-1E Eclipse Highoctane imelda-iMP-ET-CnF-DPF-BlF 3 lact.
EX-90-1E Smethurst Park windbrook Barbie 4452-iMP-ET 4 lact.
VG85 lockstock kimball Scarlett-ET-RED-CnF- 
 DPF-XiF-BlF 1l 2.11Y
VG85 Smethurst Park Chief Amelie 4869 1l 2.11Y

stArCrEst HOlstEiNs
EX-90-1E Starcrest Dorcy opal 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Starcrest Goldsun Millymay 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Starcrest Marwood Blackrose 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Starcrest Rose opal 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Starcrest Steady Marymay 7 lact.

WiNsDAlE
EX-90-1E winsdale Amazing Sharon 7 lact.

WiNsDAlE & FAirVAlE HOlstEiNs
EX-91-2E winsdale Fv Damion Claire 8 lact.

Western District, Victoria
B & D ANDErsON
EX-90-1E Blossomvale Bolivia Berther 8 lact.
EX-90-1E Blossomvale Fever Berther 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Blossomvale lachy Patricia 8 lact.
EX-90-1E Blossomvale windbk Rosina 7 lact.
EX-90-1E Blossomvale windbrook Abbey 7 lact.

ZAC ANDErsON
EX-90-2E Amarula Acme Paradise 7 lact.

P J & C A CAstlEs
EX-91-1E Sun Vale Armani wonka-RED 5 lact.
VG85 Camellia Grove Jordy leesa-RED 1l 3.5Y

t J & t M FlEMiNG
EX-90-1E Craigburn Brazzle Roxy 3687 5 lact.
EX-90-3E Craigburn Fantasy Princess 2986 9 lact.
VG85 Craigburn Geography Allana 4171 1l 3.7Y
VG85 Craigburn Mafia Trumpet 4286 1l 2.8Y

PEtEr H FullErtON
EX-92-1E kentish Downs Mvp Tricia 3 lact.
EX-92-2E Melville Park Goldwyn Queen-ET 7 lact.
VG86 Grantley Doorman Flora 2nd 1l 2.4Y
VG85 Daybreaker Mvp Tiffany 64-ET 1l 3.1Y

JONAtHON JOsEPH GlEEsON
EX-92-3E lylarra Tailor Yasha 6 lact.

G W HiBBErD
EX-92-2E Cooriemungle Cruz 6329 5 lact.
EX-91-2E Cooriemungle Essendon Forlife 6595 4 lact.
EX-90-1E Cooriemungle Jacey Audrey 6283 5 lact.
VG86 windy View Bradnick kay 2 1l 2.8Y
VG85 Cooriemungle Pharo loreen 1l 2.6Y

iNstYlE HOlstEiNs
EX-90-1E Avonlea Stanleycup Carol 5 lact.
EX-90-1E linsand Atwood lemondrop-ET 3 lact.
EX-90-2E instyle Bankroll Amy-ET 4 lact.
EX-90-2E Murribrook windbrook Rochelle 4 lact.

J H & N J JENNiNGs
EX-90-1E Chapple Valley Sympatico letta 1811 5 lact.
VG85 Chapple Valley Solomon Grendal-iMP-ET 1l 2.11Y

J W JENNiNGs
EX-92-3E Chapple Valley Destry Suzanne 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Rusty Red Absolute Georgia-RED 4 lact.

D W & G l JOHNstON
EX-90-1E Segenhoe Park Fever Rosette 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Segenhoe Park Reginald Rose 6 lact.
EX-90-2E Segenhoe Park Shadow Pansy 5 lact.
VG85 Segenhoe Park impression Sharp 1l 3.3Y

B & Y MCVillY
EX-90-2E windy View Jack Gina 6 lact.

rJ s HOlstEiN
EX-90-2E Murribrook Redburst Sunburst-ET-RED 4 lact.

Northern WA
ANGi BrOs
EX-92-1E Angelis Spottie Bluey 951 7 lact.
EX-91-1E Angelis Potter Raybe 90 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Angelis Apple Rayoma 301 7 lact.
VG85 Angelis Ammo Silky 1241-RED 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Angelis laddboy Rosebud 1173-RED 1l 3.2Y
VG85 Angelis Zues Rhonda 1200 1l 3.0Y

BrOsEliNDA PArK
EX-90-1E Acero Shottle Ruby 9 lact.

D M & l M FrY
EX-92-7E ootooloo Roy Pepsi 11 lact.
EX-92-4E katandra Park Steady Bonny 6 lact.
EX-91-3E katandra Park Reginald Mel 5 lact.
VG85 katandra Park Doorman Rae 1l 2.6Y
VG85 katandra Park kingpin Maxine 1l 2.3Y
VG85 katandra Park Montana Deb 1l 3.0Y

PHiliP & suZANNE HAll
VG85 Roblynne upright Connie 1l 3.1Y

southern WA
W F & M A BiDDulPH
VG85 leeuwin nutmeg 345th 1l 3.0Y
VG85 leeuwin opal 132nd 1l 3.0Y
VG85 leeuwin Veronica 32nd 1l 2.11Y
VG85 leeuwin Yvonne 87th 1l 2.1Y

A C & C A JENKiNs
EX-90-1E Yelverdale Tuftie 707 6 lact.

G A & l E JENKiNs
EX-92-2E Treeton Powerplay Sylvia-CnF-DPF-BlF 11 lact.
EX-91-2E Treeton impression Joy 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Treeton Alonso Rhoda 5 lact.
EX-90-1E Treeton Special Flower 3rd 7 lact.
EX-90-2E Treeton lauthority Patsy 7 lact.
VG86 Treeton Byway Valiant-CnF-DPF-BlF 1l 2.10Y
VG85 Treeton Dewars Jedda 1l 2.9Y

KitCHEN FArMs
EX-90-1E Carenda ladd Savanna 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Carenda Mccormick Venice 9 lact.
EX-90-1E Carenda Supersire Freaky-ET 6 lact.
EX-90-2E Carenda Mrburns Stevie 7 lact.
VG87 Carenda Jeronimo Alannah 1l 2.6Y
VG86 Carenda Jeronimo Fritter-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF-Po 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Carenda Fedora Corona-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 1l 3.1Y
VG85 Carenda Jeronimo Feebee-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Carenda Jeronimo Rio-ET-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF-Po 1l 3.0Y
VG85 Carenda Mighty Fondo-Po 1l 2.5Y
VG85 Carenda Mighty Veronica-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 1l 2.10Y
VG85 Carenda Zone Flojo-CnF-DPF-XiF-BlF 1l 2.11Y

tAHliA MCsWAiN
EX-91-1E Carenda Miss lumi 6 lact.

r B & H MOuNtFOrD
EX-90-2E Brampton Park wp Gaye 4 lact.
VG85 Brampton Park Fs Marsha 1l 3.1Y

K W & B l rAVENHill
EX-91-1E  5 lact.
EX-90-2E Moonaralla Mccormick 4472 6 lact.
VG85 Moonaralla Mirand 8093-Po 1l 2.6Y
VG85 Moonaralla Moxi Monica 7629 1l 3.3Y
VG85 Moonaralla Skywalker 8047 1l 2.6Y

V r rODWEll
EX-90-1E Acero Brongold Rose 6 lact.
EX-90-1E Acero Xraeted-ET 8 lact.
EX-90-3E Acero Bubbaloo lulu 6 lact.

Classification tour dates
June: western Districts, northern Victoria, west Gippsland
June/July: South-west Riverina, north-west Victoria, South 
Gippsland
July/August: East Gippsland, South Australia, South-East SA
August/September: north-East Victoria
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tHe last Word

some cows are extra special 
BY SAM SiMPSon
Craiglands, Western Victoria

it was a bit of a sad day on farm recently. 
Craiglands luckystrike lottie 3111 passed 

away. this cow was a wonderful addition 
to our herd, not because of the high 
genetics she provided, but because of the 
experiences she provided us.

lottie was the second cow that we had 
success with at show in only the second 
or third year of our showing career. she 
sported a magnificent udder and this was 
what got her over the line most of the 
time. But she also led like a dream and 
years after her show days were behind her 
(and us), you could walk into the paddock 
and whack a halter on her and she would 
walk around like a dog on a leash. 

lottie was our ‘go to’ cow whenever we 
needed to have a quiet animal pulled out 
of the herd for urban, city or non-farm 
people to see a cow close up. she loved 
pats and head scratches and was just so 
lovely.

i often rued the fact that she was white 
as she always looked filthy!! But a bit 
of dishwashing liquid and some blue 
shampoo and she looked a treat.

she attracted her moniker later in life 
when she was the cow for the Birregurra 
Kindergarten’s ‘Cow Pat lotto’. she took 
about 2 hours to poop on the grass 
grid, giving someone (not me) a $1000 
winning!! 

i refused outright to let Mark send her to 
the markets when she finished her milking 

career with us as i believed she earned her 
right to live out her days with us here. she 
took her final breath just a few months shy 
of her 17th birthday. A magnificent innings 
for any farm animal, not just a cow.

We have a number of her offspring 
– granddaughters and great 
granddaughters, etc still on farm and 
her name is passed down through that 
pedigree line. so we still have a little bit 
of her with us, including her great great 
grandson, Craiglands Pilbara lottie, who 
we’ve kept as a herd bull. His genomic 
results just arrived: BPi 372, HWi 406. 

thanks lottie. You will be missed xxxx

13.07.2005 - 1.05.2022

Editor’s note: Lottie was also the trigger for 
the establishment of Craiglands Holsteins. 
Lottie was registered so she could be shown. 
One thing led to another and nowdays, the 
whole Craiglands milking herd is registered 
and classified and all heifer calves are genomic 
tested as well as bull calves that will be kept. 

Sam Simpson and Lottie at Noorat Show.
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